
Notes from Your Consistory 

December 20, 2015 Meeting 
 

  
Present: Reverend Peggy, Lynn C., Kathy C., Wendy D., Jessica F., Kathy H., Phyllis 
McC., Pam M., Bill M. and Melody VanA. 

 
Giving Thanks for individual’s efforts in Bethany or the endeavors for the church. 

Thanks were given for all who went caroling.  Thanks for Sandy G. and all who 

helped decorate the church. Thanks to all who help at the Be Our Guest Dinner 

and for Rev. Peggy and all she has done for the season.  All are thankful for Bells 
and the Choir and sharing of their musical gifts. 

 
Reports 
Pastor’s Report 

I have been blessed this month with improved health. As a consequence, I have 
been further blessed by being able to make eight visits to our shut-ins! I met six 

times with different individuals and committee chairs of Bethany. I have 
participated in eight Classis sponsored meetings. Bethany hosted the joint 
Thanksgiving worship service in which I lead the worship and Rev. Rick Behan 

preached. The message he gave us was a powerful one. It is really too bad that so 
many from Bethany could not attend. I am also shepherding a new Advent Bible 

Study on Wednesday evenings pertaining to the fulfillment of Hebrew Scripture 
prophecies about Jesus. I am in the midst of preparing the two services on 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. I am pleased to inform you that ministerial 

coverage for worship has been found for my sabbatical. Elder Peter Pagerey will 
bring the word in June and Rev. Glenn Van Oort will be with you for the balance of 

my sabbatical. There may be two or three weeks that Rev. Van Oort will not be able 
to make it to Bethany but I am confident that Consistory and members of the 

congregation will rise to the occasion! 
 
Communications and Correspondences 

We received a thank you letter from Room for All, dated December 16, 2015 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
As of 11.33.15 

 

SUMMARY - General Fund This Month Year to Date 
Total Receipts $13,556.79 $125,467.73 

Total Disbursements   13,042.69 135,263.38 
Net Cash $   - 514.10 $ - 9,795.65 
 

On-Going Business 
There were no concerns from the Congregation. 

 
Visioning for Bethany’s future – Living Call – changing the conversation. Discussion 
on Chapter 1 along with the study questions. 

1. It was suggested we try to be more positive and that new ideas are not 
worked on.  The example that Iris B. wanted the bells to be played by elder 



or special-needs people was given.  All too often when we gather on Sundays 
instead of praising God for our blessings we complain.  Our complaining has 

caused some members to not attend church any more.  What if we declared 
Sundays a “No Complaint Day”?  We can remind complainers that we have a 

process in place for all complaints. 
 

2. What is our responsibility to restore life to Bethany? 

 It is everyone’s responsibility. We need to ask people what would keep them 

for a few hours after church. Coffee hour is important but we must be 
vigilant to include visitors and our quieter members in our conversations.  
Everyone needs to be valued.  

 
Chapter 2 for next month. 

 
Committee Reports 

Elders     Phyllis McC. 
The Board of Elders met Nov. 15th to review the membership rolls of the church and 
pray for those needing special care. The Constitutional Inquiry Questions were 

reviewed and we were reminded that faithful visitation needs to be worked on. 
 

Elder Delegate to Classis  Wendy D. 
Next regular Classis meeting will be Saturday, February 6, 2016 at First Church in 
Albany. 

 
Deacons    Jessica F. 

The deacons decided to donate the special Christmas offering to the South End 

Children's Cafe in Albany. They offer free healthy dinners, tutoring and mentoring 

services Monday through Friday evenings. The program serves approximately 20 

children each night. It costs about $10 to feed one child-thank you for your 

donations! Here are some other items they could use to keep the place running: 

Restaurant Depot Gift Cards, Grocery Store Gift Cards (Hannaford, Price-Chopper, 

Shoprite, etc.), CDTA bus pass (for their volunteers). Items for the children: 

mittens, hats, jackets-all sizes (children ages 4-12), board games, Legos/building 

items, Play Dough, and arts and crafts materials. The director, Tracie, said they will 

accept used items in good condition for games, toys, jackets, etc. 

Congregational Life   Bill M. (Nancy M.) 

Be Our Guest Supper: The Be Our Guest Suppers continue to be a success. Thanks 

to all who work on it diligently month-to-month to make it the success. We had 68 

guests served last week! The menus and Chairs for the next few months are as 
follows: January--Soups and Eileen chairs; February—the dinner is moved up a 
week to February 9 and will be a Pancake Supper, Nancy chairs; March—Lasagna 

and Melody chairs.  
Bethany Family and Friends 

Caroling went well many people sang along with us. Family and Friends will attend 
the hockey game on January 9, 2016. Be there early! 
 



Worship    Jessica F. (Sandy G., Chair) 
Sandy’s resignation becomes effective Jan. 1. We are waiting for someone to step 

up and say “yes” to filling the position. We are incredibly grateful for all the years 
Sandy has been chairperson. 

Ash Wednesday will be at Third Reformed Church. 
    
Finance Wendy D. 

The Finance Committee will be meeting on December 16 to develop the 2016 
budget.  Ralph Sommers will be able to audit our books, but not until late April, 

after tax season ends. 
 
Fund Raising   Wendy D. 

1. Christmas Fair: Total earned $2,320. 
2. Brook’s BBQ will be February 17. 

3. Flowers Sale, May 6 and 7. 
 
Property    Bill M. (Bruce N., Chair) 

No report. 
 

Web Site    Wendy D. 
We have submitted our new design to Faith Websites. They expect to have the work 

completed in early January. It would be nice to have another person or two to help 
keep the site up-to-date and add items to it. We had two visitors to Bell Choir 
practice on Tuesday. They found us by searching for bells on the web. The web site 

was updated on Thursday.  FaceBook has had 28 “likes.” 
 

Kitchen Renovation   Wendy D. 
Lisa Empie, Bob Hollner, Bruce Neyerlin and Wendy Delehanty are investigating 
contractors to perform the renovation work. We hope to get all bids in before 

Christmas. So far we have met with two contractors, Bennett Contracting and 
Kitchen Savvy. We want to find one or two more contractors including Klersy 

Building. Klersy won’t be able to work until after April. Wendy will speak with them 
after Christmas. Depending on the contractor we choose, construction may not take 
place until the summer. Names of other contractors will be submitted. 

 
New Business 

 
1.  The installation of Pam and Lynn will be January 3, 2016.   
2. The discussion on Commissioned Pastors - have received response from only 

Phyllis, Wendy and Jessica. 
3. Begin the conversation about my Sabbatical. On hold until new Consistory 

comes on board in January, 2016. 
4. Letter to Dr. Tanner @ NBTS re scholarship was placed in Donna’s mailbox. 
5. Discussion of 2016 Budget was held.  Congregational Meeting will be on Jan. 

10th following a Pot-luck lunch. 
6. Rev. Peggy requested 5 volunteers to build the Crèche for Christmas Eve.  

 
Next regular meeting:  January 17 following worship.  
 


