
November 15 – Notes from your Consistory at work! 
 
Giving Thanks for Jessica to Wendy and the Property Committee for helping with 

the Christmas Fair. Rev. Peggy thanks for silent saints who do everything behind 
the scenes. Bill Murray gives thanks to all those who work on the Be Our Guest 
Dinners. Kathy gives thanks to John for his work on the new piano. 

 
 Pastor’s Report 

I have not made many visits this month due to my continuing illness. I did not want 
to run the risk of making any of our shut-ins sick. I have met with 8 congregants 
and chairs of committees in Bethany. I attended five Classis sponsored meetings. 

Prepared and hosted the denominational meeting regarding seminarians at NBTS 
and later that day hosted the NBTS update on plans for the future. Thanks to the 

wonderful assistance of David and Chris van A., our Photo Directory picture taking 
day went off without a glitch! I traveled to NBTS to join in the 15th Anniversary 
celebration of The Reformed Center. I also traveled to Stony Point, NY to attend the 

fall meeting of Chicago Invitation. I continue to lead worship at the Beverwyck 
Terrace on the first Sunday of the month. I also participated in Bethany’s Christmas 

Fair set-up and sale day. I am currently working with Rev. Rick Behan on our joint 
Thanksgiving Service to be held on Nov. 21at 2:00PM. I am also working on a new 
Advent Bible Study pertaining to the fulfillment of Hebrew Scripture prophecies 

about Jesus. 
 

 Communications and Correspondences 
There was no correspondence. 

 
 Treasurer’s Report 

As of 10.31.15 

  

SUMMARY - General Fund This Month  Year to Date 

Total Receipts  $ 8,877.86  $111,910.94 

Total Disbursements  15,266.21  122,220.69 

Net Cash  $-6,388.35  $ -10,309.75 

 

Book review with Summers will be done. 
 

On-Going Business 
 Concerns from the Congregation 
 

1. Kathy C. said it is dark in the Choir loft. 
2. Toilet paper theft was discussed 

 
 Visioning for Bethany’s future 
Rev. Peggy distributed the first chapter of a book to stimulate visioning thoughts. 

Consistory members are requested to read and answer questions at end of each 
chapter. 

  



 
Committee Reports 

Elders Phyllis McC. 
We discussed volunteers and nominations for new consistory members. Discussed 

the four evaluations concerning the Consistory’s performance that were returned 
and will prayerfully consider how we can improve our performance as a consistory. 
Phyllis read the Consistory Performance Evaluations. There were only four from the 

entire Congregation after being in the Bulletin for four weeks. 
Upcoming roll review by the elders will be done on Nov. 15, following Consistory.  

 
Elder Delegate to Classis Wendy D. 
The Classis met on October 27. The proposal to raise minister minimum salary rates 

by 0.5% was passed. The Classis Budget was discussed. It includes funding for a 
special General Synod meeting in the spring to discuss, discern and make 

recommendations on the RCA’s position on gay marriage, ordination, etc. A 
proposal was made and passed for the Classis to cover this expense. This would 
have added $2.05 to the per member Classis assessment. The 2016 assessment 

will be $91.65, an increase of just 53¢ per member. 
 

Deacons Jessica F. 
We had 10 bags of food that was delivered to First Church. Thank you everyone for 

your donations! 

Youth Ministry and Education Wendy D. 
No Report 
 

Stewardship Phyllis McC. 
Our theme 'Building a Foundation' based on Ephesians 2.19-22 was well received. 

The crayon rubbing with the names of past and present members, gave us a way to 
remember where we came from and where we are now. It also was a way for us to 

honor the saints on All Soul's Day. Jack H. and my self-shared personal stories of 
how God has been our cornerstone. Pastor Peggy delivered a wonderful sermon 
that related strongly to the theme. All who attended enjoyed a delicious brunch. To 

date we have delivered 31 pledges totaling $68,221. 
 

Congregational Life   Bill M. (Nancy M.) 

Be Our Guest Supper 

The BR Guest Supper in October went well. Thank you to everybody who works so 
hard on those from month-to-month, making the dinners a success. 

 
Bethany Family and Friends 
Bethany family and friends outing attend the play, A Year with Mr. Frog and Mr. 

Toad at the Palace Theater! It was enjoyed by those who attended! Bill M. asked if 
we are going caroling at Beverwyck, Mercy Care and Teresian House. Yes, there will 

be caroling on December 13, after annual Christmas pot-luck lunch. Bill asked if we 
are going to a hockey game. Yes, around January 10, 2016. It will depend on the 
schedule. 

 



Worship Jessica F. (Sandy G., Chair) 
On Sunday, Oct. 25, Phyllis McClarty and Rev. Peggy receive the very sad news 

that Sandy G. will be stepping down as Chair of the Worship Committee. We thank 
God that Sandy’s resignation is not effective until Jan. 1, 2016. Please join with 

Consistory in thanking God for each of Sandy’s many years as Chair of this 
committee.  We are now hoping that someone will volunteer this important 
committee. 

    
 

Pastoral Relations Melody Van A. 
No Report 
 

Finance Wendy D. 
We have purchased a new (used) electronic piano at a total cost of $1,900. (Piano 

$1,500, delivery $300, removal of old instrument $100)   
It is time for the committee to work on the 2016 budget. Committee chairs should 
submit their budgets by November 29. 

 
Fund Raising  Wendy D. 

Brooks BBQ is no longer doing ribs after 2016. They are cooking on site only if we 
purchase 800 chickens. There is a question regarding potatoes. 

 
Property Bill M. (Bruce N., Chair) 
Bill is new Consistory liaison with Property Committee  

 
Web Site Wendy D. 

We now have a Facebook page. Please visit and make posts. Work continues on 
updating our website. Kathy Casey is working on Facebook and people have been 
commenting. Wendy sent Kathy sites on Facebook for businesses. 

 
Helping Hands Wendy D. 

 
Kitchen Renovation Wendy D. 
  

The Property and Kitchen Committees met together on November 8. We decided 
that the members of both committees would become a new Kitchen Reno 

Committee. The committee will select materials, contractors, etc. with a goal of a 
new kitchen which is durable, easy to care for, and affordable. We would like the 
construction phase to take no more than one month. The Property Committee will 

be in charge of the process during construction. We discussed various suggestions 
from the congregation and the committee members. We are working on a scope of 

work to give to prospective contractors. 
 
Asbestos abatement was discussed in length.   

The representative from the abatement company said that our pipes look good and 
the floor can be covered. He had no recommendation pro or con for doing 

abatement. 
 



The Kitchen Reno Committee will meet on November 18, after the BOG Dinner. 
There was a discussion regarding the removal of asbestos. There will be no 

asbestos removal unless there is a problem found with asbestos upon demolition of 
the cabinets. Money from the fund raising campaign is still coming in. Bill Murray 

said that when the Property Committee met, there was no discussion about the 
kitchen. 
 

New Business 
 

1.  Reminder that our joint Thanksgiving Service with Third Reformed will be at 
Bethany on Nov. 21 (Saturday) at 2:00. 
 

2. Begin the conversation about my Sabbatical. On hold until new Consistory 
comes on board in January, 2016. 

 
3. Letter to Dr. Tanner @ NBTS re scholarship. See draft at end of agenda. How 

much should we request that Donna send?  The Scholarship will go out once a 

year and will be $1,000. 
 

4. Review and comment on the report from Classis Congregational Support 
Committee. It was pointed out Rev. Peggy has been here 7 full years, not 8. 

 

5. Huge thank you to Phyllis and Pam (and Oliver and David) for donating the 

moveable ramps to be used in the garage of the Parsonage for volunteers who 
use walkers. 

 
6. Abby N. is performing at proctors on December 17, 18, 19 and 20 with the 

Melodies of Christmas. There is a matinee on Sunday, December 20 at 3 pm. 

Ten is considered a group. We will by 15 tickets for at the group rate ($25?). 
 

Next regular meeting: December 20, 2015 following worship. Pam and Lynn should 
be invited to attend this meeting. Phyllis has already invited them. 
 

  



Letter to New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
 

November __, 2015 
 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
35 Seminary Place 
New Brunswick NJ 08901 

 
Attention: Rev. Dr. Beth Tanner 

 Director of Scholarships 
 
Greetings Dr. Tanner! 

 
I was delighted to hear from Rev. James Brumm and Cathy P. that you are in 

charge of the distribution of scholarships. As they may or may not have shared with 
you, I am shepherding a small congregation of faithful, hard-working, God-loving 
people known as Bethany Reformed Church in Albany, NY. Many years ago, a 

congregant named Textor K. established a scholarship fund in memory of his 
grandfather, David J. E. The purpose of the fund is to provide financial aid in the 

form of scholarships to any RCA seminary student in need of financial help. 
 

The Consistory of Bethany has expressed dissatisfaction with simply sending 
checks. We desire to be in relationship with a student. We want to pray for and 
encourage the student - possibly bring the student up to Albany for an overnight 

visit to assist in leading worship. We desire to walk alongside the student for the 
three years (or more) as they wrestle with Hebrew, Greek, Theology, and matters 

of the soul. 
 
We are enclosing our initial annual check in the amount $1,000 in the hope that you 

will find a New Brunswick RCA student that is also seeking to be in relationship with 
some very kind people in upstate New York. 

 
 In Christ’s Service, 
 


