
       

Notes From Your Consistory … 
  
Consistory Gives Thanks for Wendy and Melody for all they do.  Thanks was also 

voiced for the Property Committee for replacing the exterior Sanctuary and Pastor’s 
Study Door lights with motion sensor lights. 
 

Consistory Minutes from 2.23.16 M/S/A.   
Pastor’s Report 

I praise God that since the middle of March I have been feeling much better. I have 
been able to make five visits to those in hospitals, nursing or rehabilitation 
facilities, or in their homes. I had three consultations with members and friends of 

Bethany concerning personal matters. I met eight times with various committees of 
Bethany. I participated in four Classis sponsored meetings. I continue to lead 

worship at Beverwyck on the first Sunday of the month. I continue to participate in 
Bethany’s Adult Bible Study. I have been attending and participating in the Tuesday 
evening Lenten Services held at Blooming Grove Reformed Church. I am in the 

process of working on the five additional services that Bethany will be having during 
Holy Week. I am also in the process of finalizing my traveling plans during my 

Sabbatical. As it stands now, I will leave the USA for Amsterdam, Netherlands on 
June 30 (arriving on July 1) and will attend a summer course offered by the 
International Reformed Theological Institute. The course is titled, Migration and the 

Mission of the Church. I am very interested in how European Churches are adapting 
to all the refugees from Syria. Following the study, I will fly to Denmark to spend 

the next five days touring that country. I will return to Albany on July 16. The 
balance of my sabbatical will be spent resting, praying, gardening, and taking day 
trips from my home. 

 
Communications and Correspondences: Two letters from South End Children’s Café, 

dated March 5, 2016, thanking Bethany Reformed Church for gift cards and 
monetary donations. The letters have been posted on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex. 

 
The Treasurer’s Report was received with thanks. 

 
On-Going Business 

Concerns from the Congregation - There is a concern that no one is signing up for 
Coffee Hour. Coffee Hour is the responsibility of Congregational Life Committee.  A 
call list to fill in for empty Coffee Hours will be requested from Nancy. Pam, Lynn, 

Wendy and Melody all offered to be on the list. 
 

Visioning for Bethany’s future – Living Call – changing the conversation. Discussion 
on Chapter 4 along with the study questions. Chapter 5 for next month. 
There was a discussion around how many people make a church. 

 
Committee Reports  

Deacons - Deacon of the Month Schedule and Duties of the Deacon of the Month 
was sent out to all deacons and Joan H. A check was given to the Amaros. 



Distribution of available Mission Funds collected in 2015 to be discussed with 
Deacons. Rev. Peggy will forward Wendy’s previously sent email which outlines 

available funds. 
 

Youth Ministry and Education Wendy D. 
Becky suggested she will switch to nursery when Jessica has her baby. Emily will 
get a bible in May. There will be an Easter Egg Hunt. 

 
Congregational Life   Bill M. (Nancy M.) 

Be Our Guest Supper  
The lasagna dinner was very much appreciated by all in attendance. Thank you to 

all those who continue to make these meals possible. They give of their time and 
talents to make this community mission happen. 

Bethany Family and Friends 
The Sloppy Joe lunch and movie were enjoyed by all who attended. April will 
feature bowling at Del Lanes. 

 
Worship    _________________ 

Gentle reminder that following worship on Maundy Thursday we will need all hands 
to help strip the Sanctuary. 
On Saturday, we need many hands to help transform our Sanctuary from death to 

life! Rev. Peggy will ask Sandy G. for a detailed list on how to set up the Sanctuary. 
 

Pastoral Relations   Melody VA. 
An issue was reported; it has been addressed.  

       
Property    Bill M. (Bruce N., Chair) 
1. Regarding the two front staircases repaired and warranted by Dimitri's Masonry 

now crumbling five years later, the status is as follows: I called Dimitri in early 
September, October and November 2015 to schedule our repair work, who assured 

me he was going to honor his warranty. In December my conversation with Dimitri 
targeted our warranty repairs for the spring 2016, as winter settled in. 
 

1a. I spoke with Dimitri this past Monday per consistory's nagging to pursue a legal 
remedy and he assured me he was starting the re-pointing and re-surfacing 

warranty work to our two front staircases this month? 
 
1b. Gil has not discussed the church’s situation, with Ms. Jeffers, nor have I. Gil’s 

referral attests only to her legal acumen. I would also point out that most of the 
weather this month has not been conducive masonry work. We can only hope for a 

mild April and then see what happens? Allowing time to engage an attorney, 
perhaps the Family Promise Counsel?  
 

2.   The auto bleeder was replaced Monday March 7th 2016. This was a very 
unfortunate outcome, which I will address in a future report. 

 
3.   I believe the root of the problem is somehow connected to the main boiler 
circulating pump(s)? All of these plumbing issues need a fresh look from a qualified 



plumber and the committee prefers to rely on Bennett’s plumber(s), who will be 
working there anyway to troubleshoot our plumbing peculiarities.  

 
4. Property wants to schedule an All Church Spring Cleaning Saturday to 

concentrate on the large cleanup tasks including the storm windows inside & out 
 
5. We didn’t intend to sound alarmist, the risk from the previously heaved walkway 

has been greatly reduced by the improvement and modifications of walkway tread 
products. However it’s an extremely unpredictable, weather prone walkway that is 

subject to shifting at any time. We can do our best to monitor this awfully unstable 
situation, as best we can. 
 
Consistory’s responses 
(1) Consistory will write a letter to Dimitri, stating we expect the steps to be 
repaired by the end of April or we will expect a $1,000 refund. Pam Menton will 
write the letter.  

(2) Consistory supports the “all Church Cleaning Day” as long as it does not fall on 
the Flower Sale.  

(3) Consistory suggests Bruce call Taub Heating and Plumbing to recognize the 
problem and decide whether the problem is corrected before or during the kitchen 
renovation, whichever is easier. Taub Heating and Plumbing was recommended. 

Wendy received a Lowe’s bill with light fixtures listed. Consistory would like to know 
what the light fixtures were for. Bill Murray will ask Bruce to call the plumber and 

will also ask Bruce to give Wendy all receipts for purchases for the church. Wendy 
suggest clearer descriptions allows us to let the Congregation know.  
(4) Wendy mentioned that she received a timesheet from Charlie for mileage and 

shopping time to pick up supplies. This was discussed as to whether this is part of 
his total hours. Decision made to accept the timesheet as a “FYI” since shopping 

and mileage are not included in Charlie’s contract. 
 
Web Site    Wendy D. 

Pastor Peggy did check with Wendy and found that live streaming is available on 
our new website. It is a bit complicated and, perhaps, Dave vA. might be able to 

assist in some way. 
Our Picture page now has pictures—more to come. Most of the pages have been 

updated. Please let Wendy know if you see anything that should be 

corrected/improved, or have things which could be added. 

Kitchen Renovation   Wendy D. 
The Kitchen Reno Committee recommended and Consistory approved a contract 

with Bennett Contracting for the remodeling project. Committee members will be 
picking out the sinks and faucets soon so we know what size sink cabinets we will 
need. They will also be meeting soon with Bennett and the cabinet people to decide 

on cabinets and a final layout. Once the cabinets are ordered, we should be able to 
get an estimate of when work can begin. Met with the cabinet company to discuss 

cabinet design and layout, doors and drawers. Melody and Wendy picked out sinks 
and fixtures. Went over budget but selections are sturdy and meet our needs. 
 



New Business 
1.  A “Want” ad was placed on Maria College’s bulletin board for a temporary 

(?) secretary. – pf 
 

2. Rev. Van Oort’s Contract was emailed to him. Pastor Peggy met Rev. Glenn 
at the Monthly Minister’s Lunch at First Church. He said at this point he does not 
know what dates he ‘might’ be away. He said that he would give Consistory at least 

one month’s notice. Otherwise, he had no problem with the amended Contract. -pf 
  

3. How can we lead Bethany so that my time away is fruitful for you and the  
congregation? I have posed this question to several ministers who have been on 
Sabbatical. The general response has been – Why? Why does there need to be an 

agenda? Can’t the congregation just have a rest from you? I yield to their wisdom! 
–pf 

 
4. Consistory received a letter from a congregant on March 16 suggesting that 

Bethany be intentional to invite organizations that assist differently abled people. 

Consistory supports this idea but made some suggested wording changes in the 
invitational letter.  Pam will find local residences/or places that would be receptive 

to arranging for their constituents to attend church.    
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Melody VA., Clerk and Elder Pamela M. 


