
  
                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
 

December 16, 2020 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
A couple of weeks ago, Bethany received an email 
from the RCA Global Missions.  Within that report 
was a reflection from two missionaries.  The 
Christmas note was from Nancy and Shelvis Smith-
Mather, serving with RCA Global Mission in Uganda 
and South Sudan, and currently on home assignment 
in the United States. My mind has kept drifting back 
to this powerful note, so I’m sharing part of it with 
you.  Nancy and Shelvis wrote: 
 
This Christmas season feels different. Yesterday, we 

stopped by my mother’s neighborhood to enjoy the outdoor Christmas decorations. I spent the 
whole time repeating these phrases to my kids: “put your mask back on... pull your mask up over 
your nose.. move back, you are too close to Mama Lou...” Stressful.   

  
We, like many living in the US, are trying to balance our desire for emotional connection with the 
fear of spreading a potentially deadly virus to our loved ones. Sad and scary. 

  
But this is not our family’s first sad, scary and stressful Christmas. In 2013, we fled South Sudan in 
late December and then spent the 25th in Uganda watching the news document the start of a 
violent, heartbreaking Civil War. 

  
That Christmas actually stands out as one of our most meaningful. It forced us to cling tightly to 
the promise that a Prince of Peace brings. The Christmas message of “God with us,” rescued us 
from despair while we lamented the loss of life taking place on that sacred holiday.   

  
Wars and pandemics differ, yet both are tragic and life-altering.   

  
So, during this pandemic Christmas, we will again be led to stand firmly on faith. Our 
circumstances dictate a different type of celebration, yet the joy of Christ’s birth remains the same. 
God is still with us.  

  
Let the weary world rejoice.  

 
Nancy and Shevis’ note spurred me on this Advent to remain faithful to the true message that our Savior 
brings to each of us.  A message of healing and wholeness in the midst of whatever we are going 
through.   
                                                            Pastor Peggy 
 
  
 
 
 



Consistory notes   

Consistory Meeting December 13, 2020 

 After an opening prayer, the Consistory met after worship to hear a report from Wendy 
and Melody regarding what it would take to use Zoom to provide internet  access to our worship 
services and allow us to have Zoom church meetings.   The discussion showed that the church, 
except for the paid Zoom account, may only need some additional cable, boxes, wi-fi booster, 
etc. to use Zoom.  
 A motion was approved to get a Zoom account and to begin providing Zoom services, 
after which, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
Summary of notes provided by Nancy, Clerk 
 
  

Consistory Meeting for December 20, 2020 

 The meeting began with prayer and devotions by Phyllis.  Present were 2020 Elders 
Phyllis, Vice President, Nancy, Clerk; Deacons: Kathy, Senior Deacon, Wendy; 2021 Consistory 
members, Elders Pam, Melody, and Deacon, Bill.   

Thanks for. . . 

 Jeff, coming a couple of times to shovel and snow plow and getting the snow blower 
fixed 

 Diane going home to get her snow shovel to clear the Pastors study entrance 
 Wendy and Melody for finding out what was needed to Zoom services, including 

today’s service 
 Wendy for the survey that identified YouTube or Facebook as the people’s choice for 

watching services 
 Pastor Peggy for suggesting all storm windows be lowered and the snow blower 

serviced by November 1 

Minutes of November 15, 2020 Consistory minutes were amended as corrected and the 
December 13 minutes were approved as submitted.  

Pastor’s Report 
As always, this past December has been a very busy time!  I continue to wonder how in 

the world I ever managed without Diane!  She is a gift to Bethany.    As for an accounting of my 
time, I have been working diligently on the new Christmas messages trying to connect the old 
stories to our living experiences.  No easy task.  I have also been working on the year-end 
report for the denomination and the classis, as well as my farewell message for the Annual 
Report and the message for New Year’s Eve. 

 

 



Items for Information or Discussion 

The 2021 Consistory members made the following appointments for 2021: 

 Elder Pam, Vice President 
 Elder Melody, Clerk 
 Deacon Wendy, Senior Deacon and delegate to Albany Classis 
 Deacon Bill, asked to put together a devotion list for 2021 

Bethany’s Christmas Eve Service will be at 7 pm with individual candles lit during Silent Night 
in the pews as people desire, accompanied by Nancy on guitar and Catherine on ukulele.   

The Pakistani Congregation will have a special service at 7 pm on Christmas Day, while the 
Burmese Congregation will meet on December 26 [changed  on 12/22 to December 25 at 1 pm]. 

Current preachers scheduled for January include Gil for January 3, and 10, Kent for January 
24, and Eric on January 17 and 31 and through Easter.  Eric has been advised on how Bethany 
holds services now and he was given the option of preaching in person or over the internet for 
Lent/Easter.  He will be given essential contact information and a key to the building.  Pam will 
research the going rate of interim pastors plus contact someone she knows who may be 
available.   

Treasurer’s Report—none 

Request for help—visually impaired person who is attending church would like assistance once a 
week to read mail.  Nancy will research the needs and send out an email with details.   

We respond to God.  With our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers of praise we hold 
up: 

 Diane, who is being personally challenged when a household of 1 became a household of 
7.  May she find peace. 

 Claire, who moved to Beltrone.  May her new home provide her joy, safety and friends. 
 Pastor Peggy, our pastor of 12 years, is retiring.  May she receive God’s guidance, joy, 

and strength.  Godspeed in her new endeavors going forward  
 David and his cousins sang Christmas carols outside the dining room where Pam’s aunt 

lives.   May they know the depth of the family’s gratitude and may they be blessed. 
 Delicious moments that fill our souls.  This season, needs them.  Pray God grants them to 

all.   

Closing Prayer offered by Phyllis.  After the Benediction the meeting was adjourned. 

Summary of notes taken by Nancy, Clerk 

 

 

 

 



 

The following article appeared in this year’s Capital Area Council of Churches 
“Building Bridges” publication that replaced their 79th Anniversary Awards 
Celebration during this time of COVID. The publication recognized past 
honorees, “The Angels Among Us,” and is included here without the 
permission of Pastor Peggy.  It’s a reminder of what Bethany had and what 
they will lose on January 1, 2021.  Pastor Peggy is wished peace, joy, 
guidance and fulfillment through a long retirement. 

Joyce Giles Pastoral Award 2011 

 The Reverend Peggy Funderburke heard the call of God aboard an 
airplane.  “I was in business in New York City and everything revolved around the dollar.  I 
asked God ‘Is this all there is?’  To work hard, go on vacation, plan the next vacation and come 
back?  Don’t you have something better for use to be doing?”  The response was ‘Go to 
seminary.’  Faithfully, she listened.  Funderburke pulled up her household stakes, sold her 
interest in her company and enrolled as a full-time seminary student.  She has never looked 
back.  “Throughout my ministry I have had tough days.  But here is not one day I regret.  I can’t 
say that about my 23 years in business,” she said. 
 
This past New Year’s Eve, Pastor Peggy met up with friends and went to Macedonia Baptist 
Church for its Night Watch service, something she says she never would have done if it hadn’t 
been for her experiences with the CACC and being one with brother and sisters following Christ.  
“Yes, we are different but there is more that we do and think and are that are alike.”  She was 
overwhelmed by the embrace of warmth and hospitality with which she was received and her 
face was tired from smiling so much.  She says CACC is a place where all are welcome and God’s 
gifts and talents are acknowledged.   
 
The Joyce Giles Pastoral Award plaque hands on the wall of the Funderburke’s office at Bethany 
Reformed Church under her icon of Jesus.  It reminds her every day as she looks up and works 
“that what we all strive to do and be are the hands and feet of our Lord.”  Since winning the 
Giles award, Pastor Peggy has been true to this idea by fighting for some of the city’s most 
vulnerable families to have room at the inn. As part of the CACC’s ecumenical work with the 
Family Promise program, local churches of very denomination offer overnight sanctuary and 
meals to homeless families one week per quarter.  “It’s not solely my effort but we heard of the 
need that Family Promise had for a day center.  I had found my retirement home and moved out 
of the (Bethany Reformed Church) parsonage.  I started advocating to allow Family Promise to 
use it.”  Funderburke faced opposition from some members of the congregation who though 
there could be better uses for the parsonage, but she was adamant that the needs of Family 
Promise were purely missional and the best use of the church’s resources.  After getting the 
congregation’s buy-in she dug in her heels for a fight with the zoning board and a neighbor that 
lasted a year, and included going to the court multiple times to win the right to host the 
homeless families.  “We won everything.  We won the zoning board decision, we won the court 
decision.  It was even taken to the New York State Supreme Court and we won that case as well.  
I was honored to be a part of that movement to get them to have a home among us.  It’s such a 
wonderful program with the parents working proactively with achievable goals.  The graduation 
rate out of the program and on to th4 next step of independent living is astronomical.  It’s 
almost unheard-of the success rate that they have had,” said Funderburke.   
 
Today the day center is a beautiful home, maintained by the church that allows families to 
shower, do laundry, conduct job searches and care for their children during daytime hours in a 



safe, cheerful setting until they secure permanent housing.  It is a backbone of the program.  
Mary Giordano, executive director of Family Promise, says that Pastor Peggy visits with the 
families, sometimes cooks for the, and is always a welcoming presence.  She is love by everyone 
at Family Promise.  When asked what advice she has for future generations, Funderburke says 
“Jesus believe that everyone has value.  Even those who we can’t understand where they’re 
coming from.  God loves them too.  And we forget that.  So keep the faith that God loves all 
people.  God created each one of us different so that we would have differing gifts to offer each 
other.” 
 
 
 

Church Directories available                            
 

New Bethany Church Directories are available.  There was an error on the cover of those 
distributed earlier this month, and any one receiving one already, may want to pick up a new 
cover on the side table in the narthex.  Anyone who wants a new copy and did not receive a 
copy, will also find copies on the same side table.  Merry Christmas!  
 
 

Turning lemons into lemonade. . .               

Do you remember Bethany’s former organist, Charlotte Palmeri.  Following are words of 
encouragement from her to all of us.  Article reprinted from the Altamont Enterprise:  

After Charlotte Palmeri was diagnosed with cancer in 2013, she thought, “I wonder how 
long until I can help someone.” Inspired by a verse in Ecclesiastes, about how farmers who wait 
for perfect weather never plant, Palmeri founded a support and prayer group for women with 
cancer in 2015. She named it In His Presence. The group this month moved from meeting at 
Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church, where Palmeri is the church organist and choir director, to 
the Lynnwood Reformed Church to be accessible to those who can’t manage stairs. The group 
has sent out over 700 cards, often handmade, each with heartfelt messages, to people suffering 
from cancer. In this week’s podcast at AltamontEnterprise.com/podcasts, Palmeri describes 
some of the many ways she has helped others. This includes helping those she is close to — 
being with a friend as she breathed her last breath — and helping those she doesn’t know; she 
plays music for a weekly luncheon at St. Peter’s Hospice and has organized faith retreats — the 
first featured a Christian magician and the second a Christian ventriloquist. “When you give, you 
get so much back,” says Palmeri. She also advises: “Take a bad experience and use it for 
good.” 

For more on Palmeri and “In His Presence,” the support and prayer group for women with 
cancer,  go to https://altamontenterprise.com/podcasts to the podcast titled Charlotte Palmeri, 
Cancer Caregiver 

What’s your story to share? 

 



Pulpit speakers for January include: 
 

January 3    Gil Faustel 
January 10   Gil Faustel 
January 17   Eric Nichols 
January 12   Kent Busman 

   January 31   Eric Nichols               
 

 
Winnie Burnett Remembered 

Winnie Burnett has been remembered to Bethany with a generous donation.  As a single 
person without family to depend upon, she built “family” from the people she interacted with, 
including people here at Bethany.   People gratefully took on tasks of “health care proxy, 
financial planner, executor of her estate, etc.,“  because of her kind and giving spirit.  Winnie’s 
life should be a reminder to all of us that we are never alone, and “what we sow, usually reflexes 
what we reap.”   

SHOUT OUT FOR HELP. . . .   
 
For the past four months a visually impaired gentleman (John Minerbrook) has been attending 
Bethany and is in need of assistance.  He is looking for someone to come to his apartment once 
a week and read his mail. If anyone is willing and interested,  please contact me so I can give 
you John’s contact information.  Here is a way to lend a hand to another Christian in need of 
some help.         Thank you. Nancy Murray 

 
 

Hope you had a wonderful Christmas 

 

Christmas Crossword Puzzle below 

New’s Years Service starts at 6 pm 
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