
 

 
 
Thoughts from the Consistory VP 
  
February may be a short month, but not in activity at Bethany.  We continue to have in 
person worship each week, and preparations are underway for our winter Brooks 
BBQ.  Lent has begun and we search our souls for God’s meaning in our life as we 
approach Easter. 
 
We have also been blessed with 4 people who have volunteered to be Bethany’s 
Pastoral Search Committee. We truly appreciate the time and dedication these folks will 
give to ensure we continue on the path of obtaining new spiritual leadership for our 
congregation, in whatever form that will be.  Look ahead to more communications and 
updates as we move forward “in God’s time”.  
  
Our prayers continue for those in our midst that are facing health issues.  Please 
continue to pray for all we know, and those we don’t, but God does.  The power of 
prayer has proven over and over that God listens. 
  
Blessings to you all 
Pam Menton 
  
  

 
 
 
                             
           We have a Pastoral Search Committee! 

 
Huge thanks to Melody Van Alstyne, Bruce Neyerlin, Bob Eberle, Nancy Murray who 
have taken on the challenge of doing the work of finding a new pastor for Bethany 
Reformed Church.  Pray for them as they set out on this work and as communications 
come from them, respond and offer your opinions and support. 

 
 



 
Consistory Minutes from February 21, 2021 

 
Meeting started with a prayer and the lighting of the Christ candle.  Present were 

Wendy, Pam, Bill, Melody and Supervisors: Elder Noreen and Pastor David.   
 
Thanks were given for Wendy and Pam’s work, Catherine for setup up the Zoom 

Sing and Prays, and the Sunday morning Zoom service.  Also thanks for the person 
who is shoveling and spreading salt.   

 
The January 17, 2021 minutes were approved. 
 

Reports 
 

Worship Committee set up procedures to manage Easter flowers and the special 
Easter mission collection. 
 

The Property Committee reported the shed is now set up and they continue to work 
on ice problems.  Custodial hours may be adjusted according to building usage.  

 
The Education Committee reports the Adult Bible Study has resumed from 6:30 to 8 

pm on Thursdays.  Interest in having the sessions Zoomed will be assessed through 
an article in the March newsletter.   
 

Helping Hands reports new shelves have been installed in the Helping Hands room. 
 

The Fundraising Committee reports they are looking at ordering flowers for the 
flower sale that will be held on Mother’s Day weekend. 
 

The Congregational Life Committee is securing a camera and mike for the Zoom 
services to help make the services clearer. 

 
The Finance Committee reports Diane will be transitioned into a larger roll.  An 
article will be put into the newsletter about sending money directly to the church 

office.   Money may have to be relocated from different funding sources to meet 
emergencies because there is little cash on hand.   

 
The Pastoral Search Committee will be composed of Nancy Murray, Bruce Neyerlin, 
Bob Eberle and Melody VanAlstyne.  They hope to meet at least once before the 

next Consistory meeting and the supervisors have offered to help.   
 

The pulpit is covered by Rev. Eric Nichols until Easter and his availability to be 
contacted for additional Sundays will be explored. 
 

Bethany’s supervisors had suggested they start working on ground rules and a Self-
Study needed for the pastoral search.   

 
The Classis met to discuss different things that would help churches respond to the 
times and suggested they look at their traditions.  Decide where they need 

changes.   
 



Prayers were said for Joan and her family; David’s brother Ned; and Claire and 
Tom. 

Prayer closed the meeting.   
 

Summary of minutes that were respectfully submitted by Melody, Clerk.     
   
 

 

The Silent Angels Amongst Us    
 

Sometimes, people silently go above and beyond what is asked to keep Bethany 

running.  Did you know that Bethany needs to report worship service attendance 

numbers to the Classis each year, and Gil has faithfully been counting attendance 

at worship for YEARS, every Sunday?   Pastor Peggy leaves, and everyone panics at 

the beginning of February that no one has asked Gil to continue to count the 

numbers.  Then, low and behold, the first Sunday in February on the secretary’s 

desk appears numbers for attendance at services for New Year’s Eve and all of 

January, neatly written in Gil’s handwriting.  Thank you, Gil, and all the silent 

angels who continue to work around Bethany to keep us afloat in these times of 

COVID with no regular minister and no one “asking” you to help.   

 

How Can You Help? 

Bethany, like most non-profit organizations, has lost significant financial support 

during this time of COVID.  Fewer people feel comfortable attending services, the 

number of outside groups renting space have declined, and yet property 

maintenance and heating bills continue to stack up.  If you have been one of those 

blessed few that have an adequate or stable income and have, maybe, even seen 

expenses decline as you can no longer travel, eat at restaurants, or attend sporting 

or cultural events, please consider helping Bethany by contributing to the Classis 

assessment Bethany pays for each member.  The $103.84 yearly cost pays to 

support the Classis and the services and resources they provide including the 

supervisors currently helping Bethany during this time without a pastor and 

providing a list of available preachers for Sunday services.  Whether you can pay 

your assessment in one lump sum or spread it across the year by adding it to your 

pledge, Bethany would appreciate your help.  Drop it in the offering or mail it to the 

church office.  Thank you. 

Also have you considered volunteering for Bethany?  Possible ways to help, with no 

exposure to COVID, include committing for 6 months to: 

 Take the food donations collected by Bethany in their narthex to the First 

Church in downtown Albany, once a month 
 Proofread weekly bulletins or monthly newsletters 



 Adopt just one bulletin board in the church to update or change every couple 
of months.  Nothing says “dead” more than a bulletin board that hasn’t 

changed in years.   
 Change the message on the sign in the front of the church bi-weekly or once 

of month.   
 Keep the outdoor message boards by the clothes bins looking fresh and up to 

date.   

 Commit to call a “shut-in” once a week.  Renew an old or establish a new 
friendship and help the shut-in know they are not forgotten.  Because of 

COVID we all can now appreciate the energy drain that isolation and 
inactivity can cause.   

 

A Light Has Been Extinguished   
 

The Hollner family and Bethany lost a pillar of strength and a guiding light with the 
untimely death of Joan Hollner on Wednesday, February 24.  She and Bob were one 
of the founders of Bethany and were the first couple married here.  Here she raised 

two generations of her family.  She has sung in the choir and been the Financial 
Secretary for the church for longer than anyone can remember. Services will be 

held at Bethany on Thursday, with details to follow.  Praise God for her life and 
service and may she find rest with the Lord and live in His glory forever.      
 

 

Bible Study   

 
Adult Bible Studies will resume on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 pm in the Errong 

Room. It’s a small, but mighty group that will social distance while they explore 
what the Bible has to say to us in the 21th century.  Join the group in person, or if 

you would be interested in attending on Zoom, call the church office at 518-482-
7998 or email them at bethanyrca.info@gmail.com.  If enough people are 
interested in virtual attendance, a Zoom meeting will be set up.   

 
 

Mission Dollars at Work   
Check out the bulletin board behind the food donation table in the narthex and find 

pictures of people grateful to those who contributed to the Free Wheelchair Mission 

though their mission donations to Bethany.  Because of your donations last year 

55,636 wheelchairs were distributed to 28 countries (200 per day on average).  

Thanks to all who donated. 

 

 

mailto:bethanyrca.info@gmail.com


“Good work, good will, good news.”  

Inspired by the Rev. Nichols’ February 7th sermon and an article in RCA Today, 

consider yourself challenged to find a way to help in your neighborhood, spread 

good will, and share the good news—all in that order.   Once you get the COVID 

vaccine, what are you going to do to help your less fortunate neighbor—grocery 

shop, open those pesky cans or jars that defy opening, move furniture so they can 

thoroughly vacuum, bring in the mail, take trash cans out to the road, fix a broken 

fence/mailbox/door/etc., help someone Zoom a loved one, bake cookies or a cake 

“for no reason” to deliver to someone you know or a stranger.  Use your time to do 

something good while we all await “herd immunity” or a scientific development that 

will set us free.  Share what you did by emailing bethanyrca.info@gmail.com with 

how you helped (no names will be used) and we can create a bank of ideas to 

change the trajectory of Bethany and hopefully the world.  Specialize in one area, 

or try something new every week.  Let’s make our neighborhoods into places where 

people care for each other, not islands of individuals filled with fear, hate, animosity 

or indifference.    Let’s make Bethany and its members noted for their community 

outreach and love.   

$ Brooks BBQ Results $ 

This year almost 30 volunteers worked “in person” at the event and additional 

people were bakers and buyers.  Some jobs were sitting, some were standing, but 

almost everyone ended up working like “chickens with their heads cut off.”  Having 

ordered 720 chickens and ribs, it was shocking to have been “sold out” by 4 pm. 

There were no “leftovers.”   Previous sales did not come close to indicating or 

predicting the huge turnout.  Unfortunately, that also meant colossal traffic 

problems and countless disappointed customers.  After deducting expenses, the 

final profit for Bethany was over $3,500.  Thank all of you that helped, and please 

extend Bethany’s apologies to anyone who didn’t get their anticipated “day off” 

from cooking. 

Around the Area 

Homemade Turkey Supper without all the work     

On Saturday, March 6th the Jerusalem Reformed Church on Rte. 32 in Feura Bush is 

having a Turkey Supper (take out-only) from 4-6:30 pm or until sold out.  For $11, 

why not enjoy an old fashioned meal on a “date” night with your spouse, children, 

or yourself.  No cooking, no clean up, no COVID.  Maybe even share a dinner with 

someone else (neighbor or stranger) as a “random act of kindness.”   

mailto:bethanyrca.info@gmail.com


Walk for Climate  

An Interfaith walk for Climate is being held on Thursday, March 11, 2021, from 11 

AM to 1 PM.  They start at First Lutheran Church at 181 Western Ave., Albany 

(parking available) and proceed to a walk around the NYS Capitol and back with 

masks and social distancing.  It is sponsored by GreenFaith, NY Renews, and 

Capital Region Interfaith Creation Care Coalition.  For more information go to the 

Events page of www.capitalcreationcare.org. 

Bible Word Search: Faith in Action  contributed by Rebecca 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle - left, right, up, down or diagonally. Find 

each word and click its first letter then its last letter to highlight it. After you have 

found all the words, click the leftover letters in the correct order to form 

the mystery answer.  

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

 

 

Accomplish, Assurance, Bear fruits, Blessing, Confidence, Encourage, 

Endurance, Faith, Foundation, Gods grace, Gods will, Good deeds, Good works, 

Guidance, Isaac, Justice, Moses, Noah, Nurture, Obedience, Observation, 

Peace, Perfection, Predestined, Purpose, Rahab, Relationship, Righteous, Seek, 

Spiritual, Truth, Understand    
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Bold lettering signifies Bethany sponsored events

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
   10 am Helping-                     

Hands 

6 pm  AA 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

 

10 Painters 

7 Pakistani Service 

7:30  Acceptance 

 

7  10 am Worship 8 9 10 11 12 13 
12 Burmese SS 

1  Burmese Worship 

6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  

            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp  

6 pm  AA 

 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

 

10 Painters 

7 Pakistani Service 

7:30 Acceptance 

 

14 10 am Worship  
10 am  
WorshipWprWorsh
ip 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
12 Burmese SS 

1  Burmese Worship 

6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  

            Time 

  

6 pm  AA  

6:30 pm Bible Study 

7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

 

10 Painters 

7 Pakistani Service 

7:30 Acceptance 

 

21 10 am Worship 22 23 24 25   26 27 
12 Burmese SS 

1  Burmese Worship 

6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  

            Time 

  10 am Helping-                     
Hands 

6 pm  AA              

 

6:30 pm Bible Study 

7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

 

10 Painters 

7 Pakistani Service 

7:30 Acceptance 

 

28 10 am Worship 

10 am Worship 
29 30 31      

12 Burmese SS 

1  Burmese Worship 

6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  

            Time 

  

6 pm  AA 

   

March 2021 
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