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        May, 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

They say April showers bring May flowers. We already had flowers, lilies, in our 
sanctuary on Easter, so pretty and a reminder to us all of the rebirth of all that is 
beautiful and of course the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! It was wonderful to 
see more faces in person on Easter Sunday. So far we have had a very nice Spring, 
and some showers but either way we will have FLOWERS !!  Our Mother’s Day Flower 
sale is one of our best events and we meet so many wonderful folks. 
 
  

We continue to thank Rev. Eric for bringing us the word each week.  We thank 
Wendy for continuing to tweak our Zoom video service and for all others who do things 
for Bethany and never ask for recognition.  
  
 

Hopefully you have had the opportunity to complete the survey sent out by the 
Pastoral Search Committee but if you have not or still have more input feel free to reach 
out to any member of the committee.  They are more than willing to listen to any and all 
concerns or questions you may have.  Bethany’s future is in all of our hands and more 
importantly in God’s hands and in God’s time. 
  
 
Blessings to you all 
  
 
Pam Menton 



Summary of Consistory Minutes from April 18, 2021 

The meeting was called to order on Zoom at 1:40 pm. 
 
Present: Pam Menton, Bill Murray, Melody VanAlstyne and David Corlett, Supervisor 
Absent: Wendy Delehanty and Noreen Fargione, Supervisor 
 
Deacon Bill opened the meeting with reflections and prayer. 
 
Thanks to: 

 The Search Committee for their hard work  
 Claire Hanley for her repairs on the Hosanna banner   
 Melody for taking care of the Zoom service this morning. 

 
Minutes from March 21 meeting were approved as amended. 
 
Ramp Grant: Pam will make sure the call for volunteers to work on this is in the 
newsletter.  Deadline is May 14. 
 
Reports 
Worship: Easter Lilies were ordered and adorned our Sanctuary Easter morning. 
 
Property: Nothing reported.  A clean-up date is yet to be determined. 
 
Education: Adult Bible Study is being held on Sundays at 11, after Church. Zoom 
Adult Bible Study is a work in progress. 
 
Helping Hands: Helping Hands will chair the Christmas Fair with a tentative date of 
November 13. 
 
Fund Raising:  We will not be holding the roast beef dinners this year. The Flower 
Sale is being held Friday and Saturday, May 7 and 8 (Mothers’ Day weekend) and 
Brooks BBQ will be held Friday, July 16. 
 
Stewardship: Nothing to report. 
 
Congregational Life: Hoping to see more people, live, in Church. 
 
Finance: Trying to fill in gap left from Joan’s passing. Diane is looking at software. 
Income and expense portions need to be handled by two separate people (which it 
is). 
 
Pastoral Relations: Nothing to report. 
 
Pastoral Search Committee:  “Survey completion reminder” will go into the bulletin 
and newsletter. If someone needs a survey, please contact Pam at (518) 281-0275 
or at pamenton1@nycap.rr.com, and remind everyone they have until May 11 to 
complete and return the survey.  As of April 18, we have received 22 completed 



surveys.  The Search Committee is meeting on April 21. Congregational Members 
will be contacted by a Search Committee Member. 
 
Bethany Forward:   comments from our Supervisors as to next steps:  

 The Search Committee members need to find out what people would be 
expecting from a new Pastor, full or part-time. 

 What can we afford?  
 Reminder that Consistory has final say 

 
We respond to God:  

 Praise for Diane getting a nice, long vacation 
 Pam’s being here 
 prayers for Bob Hollner and Noreen Fargione, Supervisor 

 
Closing prayer led by Deacon Bill. 
 
Next Meeting May 16, 2021. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 2:15 pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Melody, Clerk 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER: The last day for the submission of your completed Survey is May 11, 
2021. If you need a Survey form to complete, please contact Pam Menton at (518) 281-0275 
or at pamenton1@nycap.rr.com.  The Committee sincerely thanks all who have already 
submitted their surveys. 

 

 

 

Albany’s CROP Hunger Walk is Sunday, May 2.  If you haven’t signed up as a 
walker (walking can be done any day in May), please support Bethany Reformed 
Church’s team with a donation that will ease food insecurities in the Capital area 
(25%) and around the world (75%).  There are currently 36.2 million Americans 



faced with food insecurity.  If they stood in line at a food pantry in NYC, the line 
would stretch to Los Angeles and back TWICE (Statistics courtesy of the World Food 
Program and the Food Research and Action Center).  Donations can be made for 
our team or for individual donors in-person or on-line at 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/albanyny  (just put Albany Crop 
Hunger Walk in the search window and you’ll find it).  If former members from as 
far away as Florida can find us on-line, you can, too. Thank your walkers (Bill 
Murray, David Nichols, Chris and David van Alstyne, and John and Wendy 
Delehanty) and all the donors on behalf of the hungry people your efforts help. 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to: 

 Claire Hanley for doing some repair work on the Palm Sunday banner. 
 Lisa Benware for transporting someone in need of a ride to get their COVID 

vaccination 
 Pastor Peggy who returned to weed the new garden by the fence and plant 

seeds for a summer of surprises and delight.  She says it’s her gift to 
Bethany.  Enjoy.   

 The 22 people who had filled out and returned their church surveys to the 
Search Committee by April 18.   
 
 
 

From: Church World Service in a handwritten note: 
 
Dear Congregation at Bethany Reformed Church, 
Thank you for your amazing support for Church World Service.  Your recent gift of 
$1,200 will provide support for our global neighbors affected by COVID-19.  This 
includes materials to make masks, seeds and livestock for farmers, and private 
sanitary latrines.  Thank you again for your support.   
 
Sincerely, Adam Smedberg 
 
 
 
 
 



From: FOCUS 
 
Dear Bethany Reformed Friends, 
Thank you h for the generous donations your congregation has made recently to 
The First Church in Albany.  With your generosity, we are serving 150 families each 
month enough food for six days. 
 
Thank you so much for everything you do, 
Lorraine Houk, FOCUS Churches—Assistant Director 
 

                        

 

Volunteer Opportunity—Short-term work, long term benefits 

The RCA's Church Growth Fund is offering five $50,000 grants to help 
congregations repair or improve their building for ministry. This might be an 
opportunity to make Bethany’s facilities more accessible for our members 
and for hosting community activities.  Applications are due by May 14. 

If interested in working on this grant, please contact Kathy Casey. 
 

 
 
 
 
May 7 from 8 am to 6 pm    
              and   SAVE THE DATES 
May 8 from 8 am to 3 pm 
  
 

Remember how difficult it was to get flowers last year?  Well, this year Bethany is 
trying to make it easier for everyone, but we need YOUR HELP!  If you have been 
vaccinated and/or feel safe wearing a mask and socially distancing, we need 
volunteers to set up tables, unload/display flowers, and receive payments.  Please, 
if you have not already signed up to help, contact Lynn (518-573-4097) who has 
graciously taken on this mammoth task.  With your help, we can provide the 
community with a service and uplifting event.  Without your help, we leave the 
community frustrated and disappointed and our leaders unwilling to take on 
challenging tasks.  If you have an hour, we have a job for you.  Besides, wouldn’t it 



be nice to see old friends while doing volunteer work outside at a safe distance?  
Hope to see you there. 

 

Next event:  Friday, July 16, 2021 Brooks BBQ 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY 

Nancy Murray   05/02 
Donna Trama   05/08 
Ron Phillips    05/10 
Ben Hollner    05/13 
Gunnel Lunden   05/14 
Claire Hanley   05/15 
Don Gray    05/19 
Janet Richardson   05/26 
 
MARRIAGES FOR MAY 
 
David and Christine van Alstyne  05/25 
 

 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY— 

 
Phoebe, Bethany’s oldest member who still lives at 
home, will be 101 years old on May 10.  She always 
said her birthday was easy to remember—5/10/20 and 
so we remember it this month.  Last year we were 
part of a county caravan to wish her well on reaching the 100 year 

mark.  Obviously, we haven’t seen her for a year, but it would be a great follow up 
if she could be remembered this year with cards from everyone.  If you didn’t know 
her personally, just sign your name to a card, followed by something like “A friend 
from Bethany.”  She considers us “family.”  Show her that we are.  Thanks.   
 

Phoebe Lewinski 
145 Colonial Avenue 

Albany, NY  1220 



Coffee available prior to services—     
Sometimes just the aroma of coffee can wake you up. Sometimes it’s just a reason 
to socialize.   If you get to church early, you can now enjoy a cup by going to the 
sacristy prior to the start of service and making yourself a cup.  Please do not bring 
the coffee into the sanctuary, but enjoy it in the hallway or outside as you greet 
your neighbors.  Please remember the value of social distancing, especially while 
drinking without the protection of a mask, and remember to keep the place clean.  
Coffee will be available only as long as the sacristy remains a sacred spot—neat, 
clean, and respected by all who use it. 
 
 

 
 
The Bethany family requests prayers for: 

 Doug Kiel who suffered a serious reaction to the COVID vaccine. 
 The Hollner and Phillips families on their recent losses. 
 Claire and Tom Williams on continuing health challenges. 
 All members and friends still seeking access to the COVID vaccine 
 David van Alstyne’s brother in California who continues to valiantly battle 

health issues, and for David and Chris as they try to manage those issues 
from Albany. 

 
 

Community Help—Taxes and Shots 
 
May 17, 2021 is the due date for individual IRS federal income taxes.   
The Cash Coalition of the United Way of the Greater Capital Region is partnering 
with VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) to offer free drop-off or free virtual 
tax assistance for those who make $57,000 or less or are disabled.  To learn more 
about these services call 2-1-1 or visit https://www.unitedwaygcr.org/cash/VITA  
 
Vaccine for Homebound Residents 
Mohawk Ambulance has partnered with Albany County to bring the COVID-19 
vaccine to individuals who are age 65 and over and physically unable to leave 
home.  Call the Albany County Sheriff office at 518-720-8036 Monday-Friday 
between 8 am and 4 pm or the Mohawk Ambulance Service at 518-3745-4468 to 
get on the list.  Albany County has been encouraging residents to pre-register for 
the vaccine at:  https://albany.518c19.com/ 
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Bolded Lettering indicates Bethany Sponsored Events 

      MAY 2021    

         SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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