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Welcome Spring!   
 
We have been blessed with warm weather, flowering trees and bushes and perennials coming 
back.  Many of us have beautiful plants to put in our favorite pots or gardens.  Thank you God for 
these visual and fragrant gifts to show us you are ever present in our lives. 
  
The CROP walk on May 2, raining again, however Bethany and her generous supporters raised a 
record amount and ranked 21 in the nation!! Thank YOU all. 
  
Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the church was celebrated on May 23.  More and more folks are 
finding their way back to our sanctuary and we continue to enjoy and learn from Reverend Eric’s 
weekly messages.  He not only tells the story according to the lectionary, but also shares his personal 
experiences, which are very meaningful. 
  
Masks are now not required for those who are fully vaccinated!! We have endured a long time of 
following protocols, guidance’s and mandates and are now on the path back to what we call normal. 
  
Please keep in pray those that are still grieving and dealing with health issues.   Our Search 
Committee is very busy working on the necessary steps to find a permanent pastor.  We continue to 
keep them in our prayers as well. 
  
Bethany is open and welcomes you and your family and friends to worship. 
  
Blessings to you all 
  
Pam Menton 
 

 

 



 

 

Summary of Consistory Minutes from May 23, 2021  

Present: Wendy Delehanty, Pam Menton, Bill Murray, Melody VanAlstyne and Noreen Fargione 
and David Corlett, Supervisors 

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 pm. 

Deacon Wendy Delehanty opened with reflections and prayer. 

Thanks were given for Wendy and all she does. Thanks to Lynn for her wonderful job on the 
flower sale. 

The April 18, 2021 minutes will be reviewed and approved at the next meeting. 

General Reports 

 Ramp Grant identified by Kathy Casey: we were unable to gather the information needed 
to submit this grant by the deadline. 
 

 Guest preachers: We will ask Rev. Eric Nichols if he would like to continue as Pastor and 
ask him if he would be willing to start up Communion again 
 

 COVID changes: As of Sunday, May 30, 2021, the cushions and hymnals will be returned 
to the pews. People will still be requested to sign in. All people not vaccinated will be 
requested to wear a mask. We will still hold the 8:15 am Zoom service until people feel 
safe returning to church. 
 

Committee Reports 
 

 Worship: We will leave the decisions about changing of drapes up to Janny. 
 

 Property: Wendy will ask Bruce to consult with Jeff to finish repairing the current ramp. 
Jeff will be asked to provide an estimate to replace the ramp and we will pursue a grant 
through Congregational Support of Classis. 
 

 Education: Church will give Ben Hollner a graduation gift, time to be determined by David.  
The Zoom Bible study has had two attendees, plus the people attending in person. 
 

 Fund Raising: Flower sale netted $4,500! 
 Congregational Life: The pre-church coffee pods will be replenished with funds from the 

Coffee Hour budget line.  Determination on whether the Strawberry Festival will be held 
awaits input from volunteer leaders.  Suggestion was made for the addition of bells or 
organ music and Catherine would be consulted about this possibility.   
 



 
 Elders: The Elders met and discussed congregational support. They think it is good, but 

could be better. 
 

 Deacons: A letter from the Capital Area Council of Churches was discussed. 
 

 Finance: Our numbers are not all entered because of catching up from Joan’s absence. 
The bottom line numbers have been aided by a loan and fundraising. Envelope giving is 
down. It was decided to give Diane a raise because she has taken on Joan’s job and is 
putting in extra hours. 
 

 Pastoral Search Committee: Profile being created. The new minister’s salary will be based 
on the RCA guidelines. 

Bethany Forward: There was a discussion regarding the concern of information sharing from 
members of the Search Committee. It was reiterated that outside of Nancy’s reports during 
Announcements on Sunday, nothing should be shared outside the committee, especially 
anything concerning resumes or possible candidates. 

We respond to God: Prayers said for Eileen Jones, Claire and Tom Williams and Nancy Murray. 
Gratitude extended for making progress back to normalcy. Thanks given for Catherine and all 
she does. Prayers said for countries with COVID problems. 

Next Meeting: June 20, 2021, noon, at Church (Father’s Day). 

Closing prayer by Deacon Wendy Delehanty. 

We depart to serve God 
“For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live with him.  Therefore, 
encourage one another and build up each other as indeed you are doing.”    1 Thess. 5:9-11 

Meeting adjourned at 2:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The final wrap up of the Mother’s Day Flower Sale shows a profit of over $4,500.  Incredible!  
The raffle winner, Sister Rose Hobbs, also won in 2019—the previous sale because of the 
cancelation in 2020.  We’re not sure what Divine Intervention was taking place there.  Many, 
many thanks to Lynn Carlson for her hard work, and the hard work of all the volunteers, 
including friends who are no longer members of our church.   Even after returning to the supplier 
for 40 more planters and hanging baskets on Saturday morning, we still sold out, and why not?  
We had some of the lowest prices in town.  If you didn’t take advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your landscape at a fraction of the price other nurseries were changing, 
put it on your calendars for next Mother’s Day Weekend.  Get there early, because God willing, 
we will sell out again.   

 

It’s summer. How wonderful.  And we hope you can get out and enjoy it, but please also remember 
Bethany this summer. It would be wonderful to have you worship with us in person some Sundays 
at 10 am when you are in town, but if you can’t worship with us, remember us in your prayers.  The 
Search Committee continues to work toward the goal of recruiting a new pastor, and while COVID 
has taken its toll on our attendance, pledges, and fundraising abilities our bills keep coming in.  
Pledges and all donations help keep Bethany afloat.  Contributions and pledges can be sent to 
Bethany Reformed Church, 760 New Scotland Ave, Albany, NY  12208.  Prayers can be sent directly 
to our Maker. Both are needed.   

 

Bethany’s Softball Team                         

All games start at 6:30 at the South Bethlehem Town Park except for the 6/17 game which will 
be played at the Henry Hudson Town Park. Our team would love to see you there!  

 6/3    Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
 6/10  Bethlehem Community Church 
 6/17   Masonic Lodge at Henry Hudson Town Park 



 
 

 

It’s EXCITING NEWS!                      

Bethany received its first donation from Amazon, all because people have shopped on 
Smile.Amazon.com, instead of Amazon, and designated Bethany as their charity of choice! 

YOU can help us get our next contribution. The prices are the same as on Amazon. It does not affect 
what you pay. And it’s simple: 

Choose your favorite charity - Over one million local and national charitable organizations, 
but of course you’ll want to designate Bethany Reformed Church! 
Shop at smile.amazon.com - Same products, same prices, same services as the Amazon 
you know. 
Amazon donates to your charity - Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
purchases. 

There are also links in Amazon that will take you to Smile.Amazon. And if you already have 
things in your shopping cart, they will transfer over. It really is simple, and Amazon tries to make it 
easy for you to remember. 

BIRTHDAYS FOR JUNE                      
 
Jack Haefeli    06/07 
Scott Bard    06/09 
Pat Eberle    06/10 
Rev. Peggy Funderburke  06/18 
Glenis Ratcliff   06/20 
Bob Hollner    06/26 
 
 
MARRIAGES FOR JUNE 
 
Ron and Shirley Phillips  06/21 
Lynn and Mark Carlson  06/29 
 

 

 



 

 

The Chickens are coming! 

And they’re bringing their friends, the Ribs! 

Brooks BBQ – Friday, July 16 

Yes, it’s time to start thinking about the next Brooks BBQ! Put it on your calendar for Friday, 
July 16. Have your friends and relatives do the same – they don’t want to miss out on this 
wonderful, easy, dinner, but come early.  Last time we started at 3 and were sold out by 4! 

Please plan some time to help, too. We wash potatoes Thursday morning, and wrap them 
Thursday evening.   If you can’t join us, how about making and wrapping some much needed 
desserts (i.e. brownies, cookies, bars).  The day of the BBQ we start around 9 AM making 
coleslaw and getting ready. (With an enjoyable break for lunch).  Then it’s “crunch time.”  If it 
starts at 3, the cars start lining up at 2.     

******Put it on your calendar so you don’t miss it.  Bethany’s looking forward to seeing you IN 
PERSON at the BBQ!****** 

 

 

Tidbits from Diane 

What does Family Promise (the renter) of our parsonage do (besides, of course, providing 
housing and counseling for homeless families)?  I got the answer to that, in person, when asked 
to provide transportation to a former client who was about to graduate with honors from 
Schenectady Community College, but did not have a car to participate in the “drive through” 
ceremony.  It was my privilege to take her and her 4 year old daughter to the ceremony.  “Mom” 
now has her own apartment, but, as many former clients do, still went to Family Promise when 
she had a problem she didn’t know how to solve.  “How can I participate in graduation without a 
car?”   I found former clients go to Family Promise seeking help with rent, food, transportation, 
education, job, relationships, legal issues, etc.  If Family Promise can’t help them, they refer 
them to someone who can.  Family Promise really is “their family.”  Finding transportation to 
graduation was an “easy fix,” because they knew a volunteer that would be willing to help.  No 



 
problem.  We enjoyed a delightful afternoon and laughed about the problem SCC would have 
pronouncing her impossibly complicated name, until it came time for her name to be announced 
and the MC turned the microphone to her to have her pronounce her own name.  One day this 
young lady may be the nurse by your bedside, all because Family Promise helped her and her 
daughter when they found themselves homeless.  I’m proud of Bethany for providing Family 
Promise a site for the program and a lifeline for homeless families.   

 

 

And for those of you who have so kindly asked, my trip to Hawaii was beautiful and awe 
inspiring.  I had to be COVID tested twice and the plane flights were long, but Hawaii was 
beautiful beyond words.  Luaus and other “entertainment” venues were not open, but for 
someone interested in plants and flowers, it was a feast for the eyes.  I even got a kick out of 
the feral chickens that roam the island like feral cats roam cities here on the mainland.  
Imagine, in the middle of Honolulu, being awoken by roosters crowing.  Plane fares, hotel rates, 
and rental car prices have skyrocketed since, so it was truly a once in a lifetime experience for 
me.  I was truly blessed to be offered the opportunity by friends to accompany them on this trip 
and by Bethany for allowing me to go.  Thank you.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

Bold print indicates Bethany Reformed Church sponsored activities. 
*Food Pantry donations accepted.   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
  7 African Violet Soc. 

 
5 Zoom Sing &Pray 
6 pm  AA 

6:30  Bethany  SB vs. 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30  Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

   am Worship*       
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp 5 Zoom Sing &  Pray 
6 pm  AA 
 

6:30 Bethany SB vs. 
Bethlehem Comm. 
7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship  
 am  

      
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA  

6:30  Bethany SB vs. 
Masonic Lodge 
7:45  pm Boy Scouts 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship        
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

  5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA              
 

 10 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship 
 

      
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA 
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