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       October 2021 

 
 
Autumn greetings to all, 
  
Fall has always been my favorite season.  While I miss the long days of summer, I am in awe of the 
beautiful colors in the trees.  It’s a time to start baking again, apple pies, zucchini bread and new 
recipes.  Pot roast is back for Sunday dinner. 
  
At Bethany it is time to begin our activity calendar again.  Looking ahead, the October Brooks BBQ 
will replace, at least for now, our fall Roast Beef Dinner. Soon after the Brooks BBQ, we will once 
again have our Christmas Fair with many great things to sell.  
 
I am so heartened to see how we continue to help the First Church food pantry and special thanks to 
Bob Eberle who is taking the contributions down to them.  We were also able to provide financial 
assistance in their effort to purchase shopping carts for their customers. 
  
October is also Consecration month and you will soon be receiving a letter introducing this year’s 
theme and asking you to pray on how you can support Bethany’s budget in 2022.  We have been 
truly blessed by the giving of time, talent and money of our church family. 
  
Sadly, we mourn the passing of Gordon Davis, and Tom Williams and continue to hold both families 
in our prayers. 
  
On behalf of all of us, I would like to sincerely thank all the members of the Search Committee for 
their hard work in preparing our church profile which will soon be available to potential candidates to 
become our next pastor. 
  
Blessings to you all, 
 
Pam Menton 
  



 

Bethany Reformed Church Consistory Minutes 
September 12, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12 pm. 
 
Present: Pam Menton, Bill Murray, Melody VanAlstyne and our Supervisors, Noreen Fargione and 
Rev. David Corlett. (Wendy absent) 
 
Reflection—Elder Pam Menton 
 
Giving Thanks for Diane for getting information for the newsletters and bulletins, and Catherine for 
her dedication and talent to us. Thanks to the people who have been helping Kathy Casey. Thanks to 
everyone who brought the Communion together. Thanks to Pam for keeping everything running 
smoothly around Bethany. 
 
Approval of Minutes—Bill moved to accept the minutes of the June 20, 2021 Consistory meeting, 
Pam seconded, all approved. 
 
Reports 
 
Pastor’s Report—“This month I was able to meet with my Leadership Coach via zoom for the First 
Call Project. I participated in Bible study. Had several meetings with BRC at the church. Wrote a letter 
to welcome a new member, introduced myself with a letter via newsletter. Contacted parishioners via 
phone and made home visits to members.”  
 
Worship—Communion is scheduled for September 12, and the first Sunday of each month going 
forward. Today’s first Communion went very well and Communion will be served the first Sunday from 
today, forward. 
 
Property—Bruce arranged to have the new parking lot sealed and striped for a cost of $3,750. It is 
scheduled to be completed on Friday, Sept. 10. Maria has been notified. The parking lot should be 
available on Sunday, 9/12. If there are no objections, this cost will be added to the parking lot/shed 
project. People ignored the yellow tape and parked in the lot so it couldn’t be sealed. The company 
will try again. It was suggested we put up “No Parking/You Will Be Towed” signs. This would require 
parking permits and a lot of other work. It was decided, we will not post such signs. 
 
Education—Adult Bible Study is on hold because many people cannot attend. 
 
Helping Hands—Evaluating the viability of the Christmas Fair, Pam has emailed people who usually 
run booths and the response has been positive. 
 
Fund Raising- Brooks BBQ Wednesday October 27. 
 
Stewardship—Spoon vs Ladle theme. Letter to go out early October. Consecration Sunday October 
24. There will not be a brunch. 
 
Congregational Life—Nothing to report. 



 
Elders—The Elders met, and discussed those in need in Bethany. Pam called Don Gray, but his 
phone was off. She sent him a card suggesting his daughter, Nancy Walker could call the church 
office to see into outreach for Don. Elders will review Membership rolls in November. 
 
Deacons—Instead of school supplies, the Food Pantry requested the Deacons set up a collection 
toward shopping carts for. Bill was requested to find out if there is an end date for the First Church 
Food Pantry shopping cart collection and inquire as to the amount collected so far. 
 
Finance—We have not developed a budget for 2021 and have been continuing to use the 2020 
budget. We propose to make the 2020 budget the official 2021 budget. Pam moved to accept the 
2020 budget for 2021, Melody seconded, all approved. 
 
Pastoral Relations—Elders will meet with Rev. Eric.  
 
Pastoral Search—Pam moved to accept the Church Profile with thanks to the committee, Bill 
seconded, all approved. Supervisor, Noreen, suggested we: have 60 copies made; copy of the profile 
has to be emailed to RCA in Grand Rapids, Michigan with a little blurb (3 lines) describing Bethany 
and mention how they can receive a profile (call, email); mail the profile to the Clerks of the Classes 
(Noreen will provide a list); and post the profile to the Bethany website. Talk to Nancy about setting 
up the next Search Committee meeting with the Supervisors. 
 
Bethany Forward—Went over the next steps for the search committee. Reminded us that our 
contract with Rev. Eric ends December 31, 2021. 
 
We respond to God with our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers of praise. Prayers for 
Tom and Claire Williams, Bob Hollner, Kathy Casey and Janet Richardson. 
 
Closing prayer by Elder Pam Menton 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Communion via Zoom  
      When the congregation is served communion and you are participating in the service via 
Zoom, please join in with your own elements. They are consecrated within the liturgy and 
symbolically represent the blood and body of Jesus Christ. Please join in the fellowship of sharing 
this Blessed Sacrament.   
 



 
 
Consecration Sunday 
 Bethany has survived a very difficult year with COVID limiting our events, services, music, 
outreach and fellowship.  Our pews are still without many of our church family and the people we 
love.  Thankfully many have continued to praise God and thank Him for his many blessings by 
keeping up with their pledges and dedicating a tithe to God’s work and service.  As you count 
your blessings, from escaping COVID to avoiding the economic devastation that had crippled 
many in our community, please join us on October 24 for Consecration Sunday.  Keep Bethany 
alive as we look forward to new events, new ministries, new horizons and new leadership.   
 

 
 
Meet Catherine Schane-Lydon 
 We have been blessed with a gifted, vibrant, and dedicated organist.  Although I knew she 
was gifted, when asked for a brief biography for the newsletter, she sent me the following 
“summary.”  She is so interesting and multifaceted, I couldn’t delete a line.  I hope you enjoy it 
as much as I did.   
 
What an amazing life I am living…it’s a little different, perhaps because I am a little different!  I 
was born in Pittsburgh, PA, and while I was still a toddler, the family moved to Malden Bridge so 
my father could take a job a Sterling Winthrop Research Facility in Rensselaer.  Then my brother 
was born, and we moved to Canaan to renovate a house.  My mother was a church organist and 
choir director, so I’ve been going to church my entire life, singing in her choirs.  When I came 
home from church one day when I was 4, I went to the piano and played “Onward Christian 
Soldiers” in the correct key, and my mom realized that it was time to get me piano lessons.  She 
had always heard that it wasn’t good to teach your own child music, so she started looking for 
teachers.  She didn’t find any that suited her, so she sat me down and said, “when I am at the 
piano with you, I am your teacher.  All the rest of the time, I am your mother.”  She realized I 
took that to heart when, after having a rather bad lesson and my teacher telling me that I had 
to practice more, I later ran through the kitchen while she was cooking, and exclaimed, “My 
piano teacher said I have to practice more!” as I bounded out the kitchen door to play outside. 
 
My mother taught other children, and one high-schooler was playing a wonderful piece of music 
called Dr. Gradus ad Parnassum, by Debussy.  It was that piece that kept me practicing, 
because I wanted to be good enough to play that piece. (I still love playing it!) 
 
Socially, I was very shy and awkward.  I was the 2nd least liked child in my class, with poor 
Robbie Koch being more despised.  After 9th grade, I had the opportunity to go to Simon’s Rock 
College, and it was a great opportunity to reinvent myself.  I was challenged academically, and 
no one there knew that my nickname in my old school was Sh** Schane.  I found people who 
liked me and respected me, and learned a whole lot.  At the time, I was the youngest graduate 



with a BA at 18, and I hit the world.  
 
My folks by that time had purchased a store, and I managed the deli for them for several 
years.  In my early twenties, I drove across the US and back in a Mazda GLC wagon, in which I 
camped.  My appetite for travel increased, and a friend and I hitchhiked through 17 countries in 
Europe.  A few years later, for my brother’s 21st birthday, he and I hitched through Europe, and 
I revisited some of my friends.  When I was 25, I met my husband, and we were married a year 
and a day later.  
 
For pretty much my entire life, I’ve been a free-lance musician.  I’ve music directed theater 
shows, accompanied ballet (becoming the preferred ballet exam accompanist for the Cecchetti 
system of ballet and flown all over the US for the major exams), taught piano, and performed in 
shows both serious and comedic. I compose and arrange music, much of which was sung by my 
pop a cappella group, Strike a Chord.  I have been a church musician since my first bench at 
Trinity Methodist Church in Pittsfield MA.  I taught music at Springfield College, where I got my 
MEd.  I was accepted into a program at Columbia University and was working on my doctorate 
when my mother had a stroke, so I ceased my studies to help out my folks. 
 
We sold our beloved house in Great Barrington, and purchased the house we have now in 
Canaan.  It was an abandoned 2 family house, with 23 acres.  It’s big enough that we were able 
to keep my mother home and comfortable until her death.  My brother had moved in with us as 
well, and he helped with my mom’s care.  After she died, he got cancer and died a couple years 
later.  So now, it’s just my husband and I in the upper apartment, and my father in the lower 
apartment.  
 
We’ve been working on the property, tending 2 campsites, and we’re working on a cabin as 
well.  I have a wonderful job that takes advantage of my technical knowledge as well as my 
musical knowledge.  As you know, I’m still being a church musician.  I love doing carpentry, 
enjoying nature, cooking all sorts of ethnic foods, trying craft beers and wines, and 
traveling!  I’ve been to China twice, New Zealand, and on my bucket list is Italy, Czech Republic, 
and Costa Rica.  And, I’m thinking soon, I’ll be back on a motorcycle. 
 
That’s my background, in a nutshell!  See you Sunday! 
 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Good Samaritan Fund 
 Bethany has resurrected a fund to help those who have emergency needs who come to 
Bethany for a one time helping hand.  Revived just 2 weeks ago, it has already been used twice.  
If you would like to help, please mark your donation for the “Good Samaritan Fund” and include it 
in the offering or mail it to the church.  Distribution of gifts is at the discretion of Consistory until 
a full time minister is hired.   
 
 
 



 

 
 
The first Sunday of every  month is Food Bank Sunday.  Here are some suggestions on what to 
bring and what not to bring.   
 

 
 

 
Special Prayers for: 

 Claire Williams on the passing of Tom on September 19. 
 Kathy Casey, now hospitalized in St. Peter’s Hospital 
 Michael Isabella, David’s friend who has been hospitalized for over 2 months. 
 Janet Richardson after her recent hand surgery 
 Bob Hollner as he continues to mourn and deal with ongoing health issues 

 
Specials Services: 

 Guest Preacher on October 10:  Kitt Jackson 
 All Saints Service on October 31  (please submit names you would like included to the 

church office by October 27)   



 
 

October Birthdays 
 

 Laurie Schraver  10/21 
 Kathy Casey     10/27 
 David Hollner   10/28 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Brooks BBQ is almost here. . .  
. . . and volunteering is FUN!! 

Please let Pam or Wendy know when you plan to help! Of course, we need many workers 
during the BBQ, starting around 1:50 when we start serving, off the books. But we start 
around 9 AM making coleslaw and getting ready. (With an enjoyable break for lunch.) 
We wash potatoes Tuesday morning, and wrap them Tuesday evening. And we’ll be 
needing desserts, so you can schedule your baking (or shopping!) time to fit your 
schedule. 
 

AROUND TOWN: 
 
October 9   Soup, Sandwich and Dessert 

 Where:  Jerusalem Reformed Church, Rt 32, Feura Bush 
 When  4-6:30 PM 
 Take Out Only--Good Will Donation  

 
October 13  Celebration of Life for Tom Williams at 11 am at Bethany Reformed Church 
 
October 23:  Lost Radio Rounders “Family Promise” Fundraiser 

 When: Saturday, Oct 23, 2021 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
 Where: St. Madeleine Sophie Church, 3500 Carmen Road Schenectady, NY 12303 
 Cost: No Cover Charge - Donations Accepted 

 

October 27:  Bethany’s Brooks BBQ  

 
October 17 -November 14   Clarksville Community Church Basket Raffle 

 Tickets available Sundays from 12-2 pm and Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 pm 
 $10 for 8 red tickets (baskets valued up to $45), 6 blue tickets (baskets valued $41-75) 

and 4 white tickets (baskets valued over $75). 
 Call  Linda Ingraham (518-768-2334) or Debbie Lobdell (518-768-2334) for more 

information 



Brooks BBQ  
Drive Thru 

 

Wednesday 
October 27, 2021 

 

3:00  to  6:00  or sold out 
 

Bethany  Reformed  Church 
760  New Scotland  Avenue 

Albany      
Convenient to Route 85 at Buckingham 

 
 

 

Dinners include: 
Chicken or Ribs 

Baked potato 
Coleslaw 

Roll 
Dessert 

 
 

½ Chicken Only $9 

 

½ Chicken Dinner $12 
  

Ribs Only $11 
Rib Dinner $14 

 
 

www.bethanyrc.org 



                                                                                         Bolded items are sponsored by Bethany Reformed Church

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

     10  Painters 
7 Pakistani 
Service 
7:30  Acceptance 

10 We Are Not Alone 
 
12-5  Private 
Shower 

3  10 Worship 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 African Violet 
Soc. 
 

10  Helping 
Hands 
6 New Start Step 
 

6:45  Troop 141 
 
 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani 
Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10 We Are Not Alone 
 
4 Soup, Sandwich, 
Dessert at Jerusalem 

10 10 Worship   11 12 13 14 15 16 

12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 
1  Burmese 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

 
7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 11  Celebration 
of Life:Tom 
Williams 
 
6 New Start Step  

6:45 Troop 141 
 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani 
Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10 We Are Not Alone 
 
1-6 Eagle Scout 
Ceremony 

17 10  Worship 18 19 20 21  22 23 

11 Consistory  
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

  6 New Start Step            
 

6:45 Troop 141 
 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani 
Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10 We Are Not Alone 
 
7 Lost Radio Rounders 
@St Madeleine Sophie 

24/31* 10 Worship  25 26 27 Make coleslaw 28   29 30 

12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 
*All Saints Service 
SevieervceSsssss

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

Wash & wrap 
potatoes 

3 BROOKS BBQ 
 
6 New Start Step 

 
6:45 Troop 141 
 

10 Painters 
7 Pakistani 
Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10 We Are Not Alone 

October 2021 
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