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        December 2021 

Dear Friends, 

Once again, we are in Advent, lighting 4 candles in anticipation of the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We know the story as told in Luke. While we 
strive to stay true to the message, we all too often find ourselves struggling to complete 
lists and lists of preparations. We hold on to traditions year after year, sometimes 
difficult as some of our loved ones that we shared them with are no longer with us.  We 
learn to make new memories and hold on to the old ones.  
  
We rejoice in the greatest gift in Jesus and what better way to show our gratitude than 
by giving of ourselves to others.  I have personally found that the smallest acts of 
kindness are sometimes the most appreciated 
  
John 1:14 NIV 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Romans 15:13  NIV 
May the God of hope fill you with all the peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
I want to thank you all for your devotion to Bethany in so many ways.  I would also like 
to thank Rev. Eric Nichols for his dedication to us in providing worship services 
throughout the year.  While his time with us is coming to a close, we wish him all the 
best in the future.  He will continue working with Bill Murray and Gil Faustel in his First 
Call program which Bethany has funded for the first year. May this program give him the 
guidance needed to further his ministry to others. 
  
Continue to pray for those in need, those who need our cards, phone calls and 
visits.  There is still so much unknown in the world, but we hold fast to our faith in God. 
 
Colossians 3:15 NIV 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 
  
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

Pam 



Bethany Reformed Church Consistory Minutes 

November 21, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 12:12 pm. 

Present:  Wendy Delehanty, Pam Menton, Bill Murray and Melody VanAlstyne and 
Supervisors, Noreen Fargione and Rev. David Corlett. 

Reflection:  Elder Melody Van Alstyne 

Giving Thanks to all who worked the Christmas Fair. Thanks to Catherine for the 8:15 am 
Zoom service which is now ended. 

Approval of Minutes:  Bill Murray moved, Pam seconded, all agreed, the minutes from the 
October 17, 2021 Consistory meeting were accepted as they are. 

Reports 

Pastor:  October has been a very busy time! As for an accounting of my time, I have been 
working diligently with my peers in the First Call Project discussing the paper, “Becoming An 
Emotional GrownUp." I have contacted various members of the church to provide emotional 
and spiritual support. I'm so thankful for the help I've received from Diane Avery. She has 
been truly a blessing to me. 

Warmly, Rev. Eric 

Treasurer’s Report October, 2021 
 
  October Year to Date 
 Total Receipts $ 8,437.58 $112,990.70 
 Total Disbursements 10,038.64 102,748.83 
 Net Cash $-1,601.06 $  10,241.87 

Worship:  Poinsettias have been ordered. On Saturday, December 11, we will be decorating 
the Sanctuary. The Advent wreath was put up today. There will be candles after service on 
Christmas Eve. 

Property:  Building: New gutters on parking lot side of Sanctuary. Pot holes at the parking lot 
entrance have been noticed. The city will be requested to fix. A Boy Scout leader has offered 
to replace the lights in Fellowship Hall. We believe labor is free. We will pay for materials. 
Bruce will follow up with the person making the offer. 

Bright Horizons may be looking for space. Are we willing to let the education wing be used 
again?  We will follow up by Pam calling and asking questions. Rev. Corlett suggested we be 



aware of zoning laws. This may be through Beltron. Pam will wait for Bruce to give her 
contact information. 

Bruce has changed elevator repair companies. We had a five-year contract with Bay State 
which was bought out by Otis. We are now contracting with Accessibility Solutions. We will 
ask Otis for a copy of the Bay State contract with us. 

A congregation using St. Paul’s Episcopal Church wants to have a funeral on Saturday, 
December 18, at Bethany in the early evening. They will make compensation for use of the 
building. 

The African Violet Society will change from the first Tuesday of the month to the second 
Saturday afternoon, in the Errgong Room. The Society is also requesting if they might be 
able to hold their annual show and sale at Bethany reformed downstairs. They hold their 
show in the Spring, usually after Easter, but sometimes have had it earlier. It involves: Friday 
- Set up tables and cover them, from Noon to 3 PM and then members bring their plants in 
and do their designs until 9 PM. Saturday - arrive at 8:30 AM to make sure all is well with the 
plants and then the plants are judged until Noon. Host a luncheon (if we could use the 
kitchen) for the judges and our members. We would open to the public from 1 PM - 4 PM 
(years ago we used the kitchen for our Holiday party). Sunday - Open to the public from Noon 
to 4 PM and then we would clean up the plants, take down the tables and make sure all is in 
order. We would provide a certificate of insurance from the African Society of America for our 
show. We are very good at cleaning up. Consistory agreed the African Violet Society may 
use our building. 

Bruce spoke with Monk about web access. Bruce received a proposal from Monk and has to 
send to Wendy. Our main interest is better WiFi. Bruce believes the education wing is 
partially wired because Newgate had a computer. Wendy called Spectrum to discover what 
we have. Two interests are “upload speed” (10) and “download speed” (20). If we have 
multiple devices, they are looking for band width. We can increase download to 600 and 35 
for upload for $25/month. Wendy thinks our problem is more with wiring than speed. We will 
wait to see Monk’s proposal, which was sent to Bruce in an email. 

Education:  Nothing to report. 

Helping Hands:  Christmas Fair was held 11/13 and was well attended. We raised $2,500. 
Laura Michelson won the quilt raffle. We will have to seriously consider whether or not to hold 
the fair next year. 

Fund Raising:  Brooks BBQ was held 10/27 with a profit of $4700, Christmas Fair netted 
$2,500. The next Brooks is Wednesday, February 23, 2022. 



Stewardship:  We are still waiting for pledges. We have received 22 pledges of $58,758 for 
the General Fund and $6,788 for Missions. We have had nine increases, ten maintaining, two 
decreases and one new pledge. 

Congregational Life:  Nothing to report. 

Deacons:  Thanksgiving offering to go to RCA, USA Disaster Core Network. Noreen will 
make sure this exists, because it does not seem familiar to her. The Mission money from 
2020 will be distributed with the 2021 offerings. 

Elders:  Met November 17 and reviewed membership rolls. We have 40 members, two were 
notified they were being moved to “inactive status,” and two are deceased. 

Finance:  Special Funds – Other: This money belongs to accounts handled by the Special 
Funds Treasurer. Sometimes money is put in the Treasurer’s bank accounts. It may then be 
transferred to the proper account, or be used for special expenditures as approved by the 
Consistory. 

Pastoral Relations:  We will give Rev. Eric $200 as a Christmas gift. We have to have an 
ordained minister for first Sunday Communion and Easter. 

Pastoral Search:  at this time we have received two resumes. We have also drafted a letter 
for contacting candidates and a list of questions to ask each candidate. Noreen and Rev. 
Corlett would like to be included in our meetings. They would like to see our interview 
questions and Candidate contact letter. Noreen and Rev. Corlett have the name of a possible 
candidate. 

Old Business:  Rev. Corlett was to find out the definition of “experience” as it pertains to 
pastor’s salary. Years ordained? Years serving a congregation as a called pastor? This 
question will be asked of the Supervision Committee. Experience is based on time served as 
a pastor. 

2022 Pulpit Supply:  emails have gone out for Sundays through Easter April 17:  16  
Sundays of which 5 have been filled. Emails sent to those that have not responded. John 
Davis has been an occasional visitor to Bethany and has been doing pulpit supply at 
Methodist churches. He has indicated a willingness to preach at Bethany, is this okay? Our 
Supervisors said it is okay for John Davis (Episcopalian) to preach here. United Church of 
Christ is the formulary of agreement.  

Choir:  There is interest in restarting the choir for at least through Advent. Catherine has 
offered to hold small rehearsals before the 10 o’clock service. There are “singing” masks 
which would be purchased. I have asked for the price. This would eliminate the 8:15 am 
Zoom service. 



Bethany Forward, comments from our Supervisors as to next steps: We are doing great! No 
one stepped up to join Consistory. Hopefully by next year we will have people who want to 
serve. 

We respond to God with our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers of praise: 
Prayers for Kathy Casey, Pat Irwin, Lauren Grace, Michael (David’s friend), Pastor Peggy 
and Noreen’s family. 

Closing prayer by Elder Melody Van Alstyne 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 
 

 

Special Services: 

 December 24—Christmas Eve Service 
 December 26—the last service led by Rev. Eric Nichols as our part time pastor 

 

 

COMMUNION 
When the congregation is served communion and you are participating in the service via 
Zoom, please join in with your own elements. They are consecrated within the liturgy 
and symbolically represent the blood and body of Jesus Christ. Please join in the 
fellowship of sharing this Blessed Sacrament.   
 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  
 
If you haven’t pledged this year, please reconsider.  We need your help to know what 
Bethany can and can’t do next year, including calling a new minister.  This year 22 
people (or family units) have pledged $58,758 to the General Fund and $6,788 toward 
missions. Nine people increased their pledge, two people decreased their pledge, ten 
people maintained their pledge, and one new person pledged.  Ten people who pledged 
in 2021 have not pledged this year.  



 
 

Love music, but never felt you had the time or talent to join a choir?  COVID has brought 
you a wonderful opportunity.  Come to church 30 minutes early, and you can join 
Bethany’s music lovers to sing simple music to share with the congregation during the 
service.  This makeshift choir will sit with the congregation, come up to the piano area to 
sing one selection (protected with special masks made especially for singers), and then 
return to their seats.  Come when you can, laugh when things aren’t perfect, and enjoy 
the comradery and fun of singing and harmonizing with old and new friends.  This is your 
personal invitation to join Catherine and her few remaining “regular choir members” to 
make this post COVID revival a truly fun, informal, diverse, and exciting new adventure!  

 

 
From Pat Irwin who was recently diagnosed with a relapse of cancer 

Sisters and Brothers of Bethany Reformed Church:   

With great amazement I am in my Fall semester of my final year at Western Theological 
Seminary.  I continue to be so appreciated of Western Theological Seminary for their 
teaching and support of their students and your support of my efforts.  My time 
continues to be unique, rewarding, and spiritually enlightening.  God has been so good 
to me through the school and your financial support; I am genuinely grateful.  Thank you 
very much!  Amazingly, I will be graduating in the spring.  What a journey! 

With the retirement of Rev. Peggy, I am praying for Bethany as your continue your 
search for a new minister.  May you find a suitable solution and my Rev. Peggy find joy 
in her new life.  My prayers for your success will continue.   

This is an interesting time in the life of the RCA and the Albany Classis.  We are all afraid 
of change.  What will happen to our churches, our classis, and our communities?  I am 
not worried any longer for I have faith that the triune God will bring us exactly where he 
wants us.  It may be slightly different than what we are accustomed to, but it is God’s 
plan, and we will be cared for.   

Peace to you all, and thank you most sincerely!   

Pat Irwin 



From Claire Williams to the Members of the Congregational Life Committee, 

Thank you so much for the lovely food you prepared for Tom’s memorial service.  It was 
really nice and appreciated. 

Claire’s new address is 19 Lupine Drive, Malta, NY  12020 

 

From John and Maria Markovcs with a very generous donation to the Memorial 
Fund: 

In memory of Winnie Burnett who so loved your church community and the good work 
you do.   

 

 
Prayer Requests for: 

 Claire Williams as she relocates to Malta after the death of her husband 
 Michael Isabella who has been transferred to a rehabilitation center after 3 

months in the hospital and for his parents who are struggling as they watch his 
quality of life decline 

 Kathy Casey as she continues in rehabilitation, but who has to make plans 
about “what’s next?”   

 The Hollners as they continue to deal with the death of Joan and Christine and 
make plans for the future   

 Carl Koch’s family as they mourn his passing. 
 Bob Eberle as he recovers from knee replacement surgery 
 Bethany’s Search Committee and Consistory as they deal with the realities of 

the effect COVID has had on our congregation and congregational life 
 All those struggling to find hope and faith in a world torn apart with disasters, 

political polarization, and generalities about “others.”  May we adopt Jesus’ 
open mind as he ministered to prostitutes, tax collectors, the blind, the lame 
and the lepers. One size or stereotype doesn’t fit all and if we act like it does, it 
diminishes us and the Christian faith we profess.   

 
 



              
DIAPERS NEEDED!   SIZE 5 

 
We have become aware, through Family Promise, of a BOCES program which helps the 
children of migrant workers. Charlie is a teacher in this program, and does what he can to 
help the families. The Deacons would like Bethany to help, too. 
 
Liliana is 20 years old and is from Mexico. She has a hearing and speech disability, which 
has made it more difficult to learn English. She gave birth to a baby girl early last summer. 
Unfortunately, the baby's father is unable to help her with any expenses. Liliana currently 
lives with her mother, who helps her take care of the baby. Liliana has recently started 
returning to school part-time, to work on her diploma. 
 
Charlie has always found Liliana to be a motivated student, who wants to improve her 
academic skills. Unfortunately, she has had a lot of challenges. His fingers are crossed that 
she'll be able to earn her high school diploma or obtain a GED. 
 
What a gift it would be to give Liliana some diapers, one less worry for a while, more time 
to work on schooling and motherhood, a happier baby! (You may be surprised at the cost of 
diapers. Your generosity is appreciated.) 
 
Please leave diapers, size 5, in the parlor, in the hall by the church office, or Wendy can 
pick them up from you.  Monetary donations may be left in the collection basket or mailed 
to Bethany. Be sure to mark them as BOCES Diapers. 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
 
Our Christmas offering this year will go to support the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches. The shelter is located at the First 
Lutheran Church on Western Avenue in Albany. It is home for up to 19 men during the 



coldest months of the year, November through April. In addition to offering a bed, residents 
receive dinner and breakfast, and are provided with an opportunity to do their laundry. 
Guests are referred to other service providers who offer options for housing, employment, 
counseling, entitlements, and addiction and health services. The shelter is the only one in 
Albany that will take in guests who are impaired by drugs or alcohol. They also have men 
who have or are looking for jobs, but cannot yet afford a home.  
 
Let’s help these men have a warm, safe place to sleep, with the opportunity to learn of other 
sources of help. 
 
Donations may be placed in the collection basket or mailed to Bethany. 
 

 

Special Celebration: 

Instead of the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” do “Twelve Days of Random Acts of 
Kindness” instead.  Each day, do one random act of kindness. Do it in remembrance of a 
person you love (or loved), or a blessing you have received.  Maybe the random act is 
paying for the coffee for the person standing behind you in line, or making a small 
donation to an organization (St. Jude, Shriners, Red Cross, SPCA, etc.) or helping to 
shovel snow, or bringing cookies to a neighbor, or just a call to someone you haven’t 
spoken to in a while or a housebound neighbor.   Kindness is a wonderful way to 
celebrate the positive impact your loved one had on the world or your gratitude for the 
blessings God bestowed on you.   

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS IN DECEMBER 
 

Diane Avery   12/02 
Jean Gantz   12/02 
Alex Carlson   12/08 
Larry Dick   12/10 
Lisa Benware  12/18 
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