
 
                                               

Dearest Bethany Family 
  
“July and August cannot be too hot”  “The rain may never fall till after 
sundown. By eight, the morning fog must disappear” 
  
So it is in Camelot – the song portrays a perfect world, however we know 
the reality is that we face difficulties and struggles in our lives, but that God 
is always with us. “I have told you these things – so that in me you may 
have peace.  In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world. (John 16:33) 
  
I am happy to report that Bethany Reformed Church is fully open and in 
person worship ! Praise God ! 
No tracking sheets.  Masks are only requested for those that are not fully 
vaccinated.  We encourage you to come back to in person worship and hear 
the wonderful messages that Reverend Eric Nichols is sharing with us every 
week. 
  
While we continue to enjoy the summer months with friends and family, 
some of whom we haven’t seen in over a year, even hugging them, we are 
mindful that many places in the world are still battling covid and we pray 
that they, too, will soon turn the corner to eliminating this deadly virus. 
  
Remember that Bethany does not stop during the summer, the Search 
Committee continues to meet faithfully and of course we have our summer 
Brooks BBQ on Friday July 16, with pre work on Thursday. 
  
  
Peace be with you all 
  
Pam Menton 
  

  

  

Summary of Consistory Minutes from June 20, 2021     📝 
  
The meeting was called to order at 12:15 pm by Vice President, Pam Menton 
Present: Pam Menton; Bill Murray and Melody VanAlstyne and Supervisors, Elder 
Noreen Fargione and Reverend David Corlett 

Reflection by Elder Melody Van Alstyne 



Thanks were given for Bob Eberle for taking food to the Food Pantry, to the Search 
Committee for their diligence and to Catherine for her music and diligence. 

Approved May 23 and April 18, 2021 meeting minutes. 

New Business: 

A new group of about 30 people has approached Bethany, concerning meeting on 
Sundays at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Pam discussed this with the Burmese and all 
agreed it would be okay. Pam will ask Diane, if approached, to send the usual 
acceptance letter, stating all policies. They will be charged comparable to other groups. 

Diane drafted a post pandemic letter to the groups meeting at Bethany. It was agreed 
the letter may be sent as is. 

Reports 

Worship—Concerns about serving communion will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 

Education--Ben Hollner graduation gift was presented to him at church on June 
13, 2021. 

Fund Raising--Brooks BBQ will be held on Friday, July 16. We had a successful 
Plant & Flower Sale, raising over $4,600, 

Congregational Life—There are no plans to continue the Be Our Guest dinners; 
however we are going to plan community events in the future. 

Finance Committee: 

General Fund June 
2021 

1/1-
5/31/2021

      
Total Receipts 11,944.07 68,555.36
Total Disbursements 9,470.04 51,883.28
Net Cash 2,474.03 16,672.08
 

The positive Net Cash balances include the PPP loan monies that may or may 
not have to be repaid.  

Pastoral Relations—nothing to report. 

Pastoral Search Committee--working on the Church Profile, which will be sent to Search 
Committee members today. After their approval, it will be sent to Wendy and Diane for 
the pieces only they can provide. 

Consistory discussed a 6 month contract that will be held with Eric Nichols. We agreed 
by unanimous decision to present the contract to the Rev. Nichols for his signature. 



Bethany Forward, comments from our Supervisors as to next steps. The consistory 
discussed stopping the Sunday, 8:15 am Zoom service, but they will continue at this 
time. 

Next meeting will be July 18, if needed and August 8 at noonish. 

Closing prayer by Elder Melody Van Alstyne 

Meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 
          

 

  

FINALLY!  Bethany is fully open.  Come join us in person for worship.  If 
you are fully vaccinated, CDC guidelines say you no longer have to wear a 
mask or physically distance, with only a few exceptions (medical facilities, 
schools, etc.).  If you feel safer still wearing a mask, please do, but please 
join us for worship.  We have missed being together.  We have missed you! 

 

 Guest preacher for July 4—Rev. John Paarlberg.  Rev. Paarlberg is a 
retired RCA pastor having most recently served the First Church in 
Albany.  He is also a member of the executive committee of the New York 
State Council of Churches and is a regional coordinator for Churches for 
Middle East Peace. 

 

       

CROP WALK UPDATE:  The amount raised for CROP by Bethany Reformed 
Church walkers this year was $8,355.  This was our best performance ever. 
Thank you to our supporters and our walkers. 

 

Save the Date – November 13   

  
We once again plan to hold the annual Christmas Fair, this year on Saturday, 
November 13. It’s not too early to start making craft items and routing 
plants. It’s also time to put aside those treasures you are ready to give up, 
and books you have finished reading. Such a nice way to spend your 
summer!  (Maybe even a project you do as a family and reminisce about all 
the “treasures” you saved. 



BROOKS BBQ 

July 16 

3-6 PM or until food runs out! 
A chance to help Bethany and see all your friends!!!  Critical hours are from 2-5. 
Remember, we ran out of food by 4 in February!  Please sign up to help so we 
know who to count on!!! 

        Work the BBQ. Pack food, take orders or deliver food to customers. 
Help is needed from 1:30 until 6:00 on Friday. Any amount of time is a 
help. These are the most critical jobs. 
        Advertise – we need customers! Hang up posters, notify friends and 
family. Posters will be available in the narthex or from Wendy. 

        Bring in brownies, bars, or cookies. It is helpful to have them at church 
by early Friday afternoon. 
        Wash potatoes on Thursday morning, July 15. (Did you ever see 500 
potatoes spread across the kitchen?) 

        Wrap potatoes in foil on Thursday evening. 
        Make and package cole slaw Friday morning. 
        Help set up Friday afternoon. 
        Buy some chicken and/or ribs for you!  

   

 

Family Promise Celebrates Success 
 

Family Promise is celebrating with some of their resident families and 
many of their volunteers, the high school and college graduations of parents 
and children that have been in their care over the last 2 years.  High school 
graduates are from Albany, Niskayuna, Ballston Spa, and the Albany 
Leadership Charter Schools. One earned a High School Equivalency Diploma 
while another graduated with honors from Schenectady County Community 
College.  Thanks to the safety net Family Promise provided, their future 
plans include HVCC, Mildred Elley, and nursing school.  They invite you to 
join them to meet the families, graduates, and volunteers at an ice cream 
social to be held here at Bethany July 15, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 
 

 



Strong Families 

Found these words of advice in a newsletter from the Capital City Rescue 
Mission.  Whether your family is you or you and a spouse, or also includes 
children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, or maybe even neighbors, here 
are four everyday ways you can build or maintain a firm foundation. 

Play together.  Playing eases tensions, establishes a joyful environment, 
and creates a sense of belonging.  It cultivates laughter, playfulness, and 
fun.  (Maybe join Bethany’s softball team next year) 

Pray Together.  The action cultivates gratitude, deepens unity, builds faith, 
and demonstrates a trust and faith in God.  “Life” happens, but isn’t it nice 
to know someone else may be in control? (Join us for services, in person or 
on Zoom—discuss the scripture or sermon as a family) 

Share together.  Relationships need feeding.  Life changes people.  If you 
don’t share, you get farther and farther away from knowing the “real” 
person.  Everyone evolves as their journey takes them through experiences 
that may be different from your experiences.  Listen AND talk to each other.  

Give together.  Find a way to volunteer together (maybe even at the 
Brooks BBQ!).  Whether with time or money, it makes you discuss values 
and appreciate ways in which you have been blessed.  It helps you share the 
rewards and warm feelings of making a difference.  It helps you see the 
spirit of God in each other.                         

BIRTHDAYS FOR JULY 
 Rollin Jones                            07/03 
Claire Williams                        07/09 
Lucas Hollner                         07/11 

                                                                                   

                                     BIRTHDAYS FOR AUGUST                                        
  

                           Coreen  Hallenbeck           08/02                            
Jack Delehanty III           08/02 
Lisa Empie                      08/05 
Eugenie Jones                 08/11 
Gil Faustel                       08/20  
Cindy Starks                   08/18 
Pam Menton                    08/21 
Donna Bard                     08/21 
Bruce Neyerlin                08/25 
John Delehanty               08/25 
David Sleeter                  08/27 
Christine van Alstyne      08/29 

 



ANNIVERSARIES FOR JULY 
Bill & Nancy Murray   07/15 
Scott & Donna Bard    07/28 

 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR AUGUST 
David & Gloria Sleeter     08/26 

SOFTBALL TEAM NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

 

 

As a former coach, I can tell you, with authority, that while it’s nice to have fans 
cheering for a winning team, the players of a struggling team need your support 
the most.  They are playing for the joy of the sport, a sense of community, and/or 
to promote an organization, school, or cause.  Bethany’s softball team needs your 
support in their effort to keep a sense of ecumenicalism and healthy recreational 
activity alive.  Most of their games are on Thursdays; all are at 6:30 pm.  Why not 
take an evening out to enjoy the sunshine and a ballgame?  You’ll lend support to 
players and feel no guilt about doing “nothing” but sitting outside and enjoying the 
weather.  

Thursday     7/1    First United Methodist-Delmar  S. Bethlehem Town Park F#03 

TUESDAY     7/6    Masonic Lodge                          S. Bethlehem Town Park F#03 

TUESDAY     7/13  Beth Emeth                              S. Bethlehem Town Park #F03 

Thursday     7/22  Bethlehem Lutheran                 Henry Hudson Town Park  #F01 

Thursday     7/29  Bethlehem Community             Henry Hudson Town Park  #F01 

Thursday     8/5    Legacy Church                         Henry Hudson Town Park  #F01 

  

 

Because many of the church activities take a summer hiatus as do many of our 
congregants, this will be the last newsletter until September.  Please get 
vaccinated, if you haven’t already, and take full advantage of the freedom to travel, 
meet with friends, visit relatives, or just go to the library to get a book to read in 
the quiet of your own backyard.  This year has highlighted many of the freedoms 
and opportunities we took for granted.  Thank God you survived the COVID 
pandemic and thank God for all the blessings we took for granted.  See you again, 
safe and rested, in late August with Bethany’s September Newsletter.  

  

 
 


