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        January, 2021 
 
 
 
 
Happy New Year to Bethany family 
  
Not just a turn of the page to a new month, but a taking down of the old off the wall, and 
hanging a brand new one.  Whether you actually do this, or just follow a digital calendar, a 
new year brings us to a time to start anew. 
  
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 
  
So Bethany looks forward, with strong faith to the future and that God will provide the right 
person to hear the call of Bethany to be our spiritual leader.  We have been fortunate to have 
had Rev. Eric Nichols and our own Gil Faustel and others provide worship services 
throughout 2021.  We have a full slate of pulpit supply through Palm Sunday.  
  
It is also a time to once again thank those that have supported Bethany in many ways, taking 
on tasks that need doing every day, every week. We are very mindful that so many of those 
that provided those services in the past years, have gone to glory and we honor their 
faithfulness and dedication to God’s house. 
  
I wish for all of you God’s grace and blessings for the New Year 
  
In God’s Time, 
 

Pam 
  



Bethany Reformed Church Consistory Minutes 

December 19, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 12:07 pm 

Present:  Pam Menton, Bill Murray and Melody VanAlstyne and Supervisors, Noreen 
Fargione and Rev. David Corlett 

Reflection:  Elder Pam Menton 

Giving Thanks:  To Wendy for all that she does, especially the things no one sees, to 
Bob Eberle for taking the donations to the food pantry and to all congregants who 
support our church. 

Approval of Minutes:  November 21,2021 Consistory meeting minutes were approved 
as amended, moved by Bill, seconded by Pam, all approved. 

Reports 

Pastor: I am feeling elated over our Advent Sunday worship! I really appreciate the 
choir that was put together especially for Advent. It was good, even with the social 
distance, to be able to greet people who haven't been to worship lately. As far as 
fulfilling my duties - I'm still facilitating in-person worship services each Sunday. Due to 
being on vacation for two weeks this month and not having my phone my contact with 
congregants was limited. I have continued participating in the First Call Project under the 
leadership of Jim Herrington and find it very rewarding. I'm in the process of discerning 
what God has in store for me next since my preaching contract with BRC will come to an 
end soon. I look forward to the Holiday season and finishing my contract on a strong 
note! 

Bill will ask Eric how he plans on keeping in touch with Bill, Gil and Consistory regarding 
the First Call Project. Consistory would like a written report. 

Treasurer’s Report November, 2021 
 
  November Year to Date 
 Total Receipts $13,767.35 $126.658.95 
 Total Disbursements 13,105.92 114,082.24 
 Net Cash $    661.43 $ 12,575.81 
 
Last week’s collection: $1,080 

Worship:  Thanks to Janny for keeping things together through decorations, changing of 
colors and poinsettias. 



Property:  One of two boilers is no longer functional.  A temporary solution was to 
rework plumbing to provide the heat to the entire building from the second boiler, but 
one or both will have to be replaced.   Our heating company is working up proposals for 
the work which will be presented to Consistory. 

Jeff will be putting up fencing on the back line behind the building to block the view of 
the dumpsters from concerned neighbors.   

Jeff has moved the new gutter downspout from the front to the side of the building.  
Diverters have been removed from over the doorways and heat wires will be moved into 
the gutters before adding gutter covers.   

Education/Fund Raising/Congregational Life:    No reports. 

Helping Hands:  Christmas fair leftovers have been removed. Stage and behind stage 
have been cleared out. If we hold a fair next year, we will start with all new and different 
items. 

Stewardship:  Thank you to all who pledged. 

Elders:  Melody and Pam have agreed to stay with current roles. Pam as VP and Melody 
will continue her duties on Pastoral Search committee and clerk. 

Deacons:  The Deacons are in the process of deciding where donations are being 
distributed. Our Christmas offerings are going to the Emergency Overflow Shelter 
operated by the Capital Area Council of Churches and the BOCES migrant student 
program. 

Elders:  Met and reviewed membership rolls. 

Finance:  Wendy has provided a November Finance report. Supervisors suggested we 
lower the raise percentage to 2.5 or 3, not 6, for office manager, organist and 
housekeeper. Pam will talk to Wendy and we will talk about it in January. 

Pastoral Relations:  The December 26 Sunday service will be the last Sunday of Rev. 
Eric’s contract.  He has accepted a job in New Jersey as a hospice chaplain and will be 
relocating.  We are grateful to him for leading us in worship throughout the year and 
pray for his ministry in a new environment with additional ministerial challenges.   

Pastoral Search:  Despite having received two resumes, upon further review, one 
candidate had accepted another position, and one was not interested in a small upstate 
church.  No other candidates are currently under review.   

Old Business:  Pam contacted Bright Horizons regarding the rumor that they were 
looking to relocate their senior daycare site. This was just a rumor and they are not 
looking to move. 



2022 Pulpit supply:  At this time there are still a few Sundays open. Pam has 
contacted John Davis with those dates and he has offered to do one service, possibly 
more. If we don’t hear from any other pastors, we will ask Gil Faustel. Of note, we do 
not have a worship leader for Easter, April 17. We do have coverage for Communion 
weeks. 

New Business 

Use of building:  NA group wanted to hold a Chili Cook-off. Pam called them, but did 
not receive a reply. 

A friend of Melody’s, LuAnn Bennett, has requested use of the Fellowship Hall and 
kitchen to hold a baby/gender reveal shower on January 8, 2022, from 1:30 to 6. LuAnn 
has used our Fellowship Hall before to hold a baby shower. Melody will probably attend 
the shower. This was approved. Have Diane put on the calendar. There is no set fee, but 
a donation is requested. 

Consistorial report:  We started working on the questions and will resume at 3 in 
January. 

Bethany Forward, comments from our Supervisors as to next steps. Search Committee 
should meet again. It should also update the RCA website so our profile goes to the top. 

We respond to God with our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers of praise 
that baby Lauren was born and is healthy. Prayers for all of those who lost friends and 
family this year. 

Next Meeting:  January 16, 2022 

Closing prayer by Elder Pam Menton 

Respectfully submitted 

Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 

 

 

  

Classis Assessment 

Our Classis Assessment for 2022 is $110.37 per member for a total of $4,856.28. It is 
based on the number of members in our congregation. It helps Bethany’s budget if you 
are able to pay for some or all of your share sometime during the year. Please be sure to 
mark your contribution as Classis or Assessment. 

 



                     Filling Bethany’s empty pulpit for January will be: 

Jan 2  Nancy Landrigan (Member of Delmar Reformed Church and clerk of Classis)  
Jan 9 Peter Pagerey, Elder from First Church in Albany 
Jan 16 Noreen Fargione (Elder from Delmar Reformed and Bethany’s  supervisor ) 
Jan 23 Noreen Fargione 
Jan 30 John Davis (Lay Eucharistic Minister from St Peter’s Episcopal Church) 
 
 

COMMUNION 

When the congregation is served communion and you are participating in the service via 
Zoom, please join in with your own elements. They are consecrated within the liturgy 
and symbolically represent the blood and body of Jesus Christ. Please join in the 
fellowship of sharing this Blessed Sacrament.   
 
 

Annual Reports 

Please get your Annual Report in ASAP so we can be responsive to any ministerial 
candidate’s request for the current status of our church.  Things to include: activity or 
inactivity, results (including fundraising totals), loss of key person(s), challenges, tasks 
you could use help with, things you would like to accomplish and/or a “wish list.”  Where 
has Bethany been and where do you see it going? 

 

The poinsettias can be removed from the church at any time.   A heartfelt thanks to all 
who donated a flower to a loved one.  They beautified our sanctuary and brought both 
life and cheer to a challenging season.  If kept in a cool light place, they can be kept 
until spring when they can be planted in your garden.   

 

 

 



 

         Almost Time for Brooks! 
 
 
Yes, it’s time to start thinking about the next Brooks BBQ! Put it on your 
calendar for Wednesday, February 23. Have your friends and relatives do the 
same – they don’t want to miss out on this wonderful opportunity to feed the 
family without all the hassle.  We’ll be serving from 3:00 until 6:00 or we’re sold 
out!                                  
 

                                                                   

Emily Trama          1/08 
Ryan Carlson         1/19 

         Jennifer Empie 1/21                       Bob and Polly Eberle    1/09 
Phyllis McClarty      1/21  
Mark Carlson 1/22 
David van Alstyne  1/3 

 

 
From Protestant Campus Ministry at the University at Albany 

 
On behalf of the Protestant Campus Ministry at the University at Albany, I want to 
thank you for your recent donation of $200.00 for our Mission Trip Fund. 
 
Over the years, we have completed nine trips to New Orleans, Austin, Alabama, Baton 
Rouge, Puerto Rico, and Panama City.  This year, we are excited to return to 
Southeastern Louisiana to help rebuild homes destroyed by Hurricane Ida.  We thank 
you for making it possible by supporting our work! 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support.   
Stay tuned for pictures and other updates. 
 
Rev. Sandy J. Damhof 
Campus Minister 

 



 

A Christmas card for Bethany  from Doug and Kristi Kiel included pictures of 
their 2 children, Sophie now 17 and Anika now 12 years old.  They pictures can viewed 
on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Doug continues his ministry at Resurrection 
Reformed Church and Kristi at the Kindred Hospice.  Doug is responding well to his 
cancer treatment and thanks everyone for their prayers.  They can be reached at 8297 
Coldwater Road, Flushing, MI  48433 
 
 
A Christmas note from Rollin and Eileen Jones expressed wishes for a great Christmas 
and New Year to all at Bethany.  We have missed their presence amongst us.   
 

              
BOCES Migrant Children’s Fund 

 
Thanks to all who helped supply size 5 diapers for Liliana and her baby. They are greatly 
appreciated. We were able to collect 5 large boxes! 
 
Charlie, our contact, has told us about 2 girls who were given coats that were much too 
small. Thanks to some money donated for this project, we were able to deliver one coat 
early in December and another one today (December 29). I was so happy that we were able 
to respond quickly to these requests so that the girls would be able to keep warm. 
 
Charlie has told me that the children in this program continue to need various items 
throughout the year; fewer people are interested in helping after the Christmas season ends. 
Wouldn’t it be great if Bethany could help fill more of these needs? 
 
Contributions for this project should be made payable to Bethany, and be left in the 
collection basket or mailed to Bethany. Be sure to mark them as BOCES Migrant 
Children’s Fund.    
 

 

In the Fall “Breaking Barriers” newsletter that can be found in the pamphlet holder in the 
back of the sanctuary there are stories and key concepts from people with speech 
disabilities.  Did you know: 



1. It’s better to say “what” than “I don’t understand you.”  “What” shows you care 
enough to want to know what is said and you care about the person.   

2. It may take longer for someone with speech problems to respond, so don’t dismiss 
them and walk away before you get an answer.  Be patient. 

3. Be aware that many communicate through other forms, body movements, facial 
expressions or eye movements.  

 

 
 

Bethany is back to requiring masks inside, per the governor’s mandate, until at least 
January 15, but remember, you are wearing a mask, not just for yourself but for others. 
It may prevent some COVID droplets from reaching you, but it’s most significant effect is 
to prevent your droplets from reaching others.  Many fully vaccinated people are 
developing asymptomatic cases so they are spreading it without even knowing they have 
it.  Bethany seeks to have our services to be a safe place for all.   
 

 

  
A webinar will be offered on January 19 from 1:30-3:00 for all who are interested in 
learning more about creating dementia friendly congregations.  The keynote speaker will 
be the Rev. Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel, a retired Presbyterian minister living with 
Alzheimer’s.  To register, contact the Alzheimer’s Association of Northeastern NY at 518-
675-7214 or ssnoddy@alz.org.  Program is free and open to all. 
 
 

Just for fun:                                              
 

1. At what time of day was Adam created? (A little before Eve.) 
2. What evidence does the Bible give to show that Adam and Eve were rather noisy? 

(They raised Cain.) 
3. Did Eve ever have a date with Adam? (No, it was an apple.) 
4. How long did Cain hate his brother? (As long as he was Abel.) 
5. What was it that Adam and Eve never had and yet they gave to their children? 

(Earthly parents.)  
6. Who in the Bible was the champion runner of all time? (Adam. He was the first in 

the human race.) 
7. Who was the most popular actor in the Bible? (Samson. He brought the house 

down.) 
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