
 

 

 

 

 

          March 2022 
 
 
Bethany family 
  
February is a short month, but Bethany was still busy.  We held a congregational 
meeting, the first in almost 2 years, and discussed finances of our church, including 
the cost of replacing our 2 aged boilers.  Thanks to all who attended in person, 
ZOOM or telephone.  We heard several folks voice their opinions. We held our 
winter Brooks BBQ and even without ribs to sell, we sold 600 chicken halves and 
dinners within 2 hours!   We have a very dedicated  “fowl -ow-ing”.  
  
I continue to be ever so grateful for all of you for all you do for Bethany in so many 
ways and for those that have gone onto heaven.  A few weeks ago I took a few 
minutes to walk around the church. I read the plaques under each window in the 
sanctuary, names of people I never knew but had given towards the building of our 
church.  I also read through the memorial giving book in the back corner of the 
sanctuary, more listings of gifts made to Bethany.  

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
  
We continue to wait for God to bring us a permanent worship leader.  It seems like 
a long time, but in the meantime, we have been blessed to have different worship 
leaders bringing us the word of God.  It has been very interesting to hear these 
folks and the messages they share. 
  
March brings us into Lent and our journey to the cross.  This is a time to reflect and 
pray even more deeply as we remember the last earthly days of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the glory of his resurrection on Easter Sunday 
  
In Christ, 
 

Pam 
  



Congregational Meeting Minutes 
 

February 20, 2022 
 

The first Congregational Meeting of 2022 was held on Zoom and was opened with 
prayer. 
 
Present: Diane Avery, Lisa Benware, Lynn Carlson, Kathy Casey, Wendy Delehanty, 
Lisa Empie, Gil Faustel, Claire Hanley, Bob Hollner, Marion Hollner, Phyllis McClarty, 
Pam Menton, Bill and Nancy Murray, David Nichols, David and Chris van Alstyne, 
Melody VanAlstyne and supervisors, Noreen Fargione and Rev. David Corlett. 
 
Thanks were given for Wendy applying for two COVID loans, the first of which was 
forgiven. It was agreed and the 2022 budget was accepted by the Congregation. 
 
Nancy gave an update on the Search Committee. Kathy mentioned the updates to 
the RCA website, which we have to keep doing. 
 
Pam gave a report on the new boilers. We probably won’t get the loan from 
National Grid. Consistory approved payment of $45,000 come from the Progress 
Fund. Any reimbursements will go back into that fund. Nancy asked about any 
other funds. Noreen mentioned a grant from Classis and a loan from RCA. Noreen 
will send Pam the request form. Lisa Empie asked why we used the Progress Fund 
instead of the Bequest Fund. Wendy explained the Progress Fund was picked, 
because it was the fund used for the Education Wing and Consistory thought getting 
new boilers was a similar use. Wendy made a suggestion that we close the Progress 
Fund and put that money in a fund more easily accessible to the Consistory. Lisa 
Empie suggested we should keep the Progress Fund because it needs 
Congregational approval. There was a lengthy discussion regarding this matter. 
 
It was recommended that we take $45,000 out of the Progress Fund or the Bequest 
Fund. There was a suggestion to borrow the $45,000 against one of the funds. 
 
Nancy moved, Kathy Casey seconded we follow Consistory’s recommendation to 
take boiler money from the Progress Fund. A vote was taken and there was 13 for 
and 4 against paying for the boilers from the Progress Fund. 
 
Pam reminded everyone that Consistory will need a new member this year and we 
need more members for the Consistory. 
 
David van Alstyne inquired as to our budget. Wendy told us we are where we were 
two years ago. Suggestions were made for fundraising. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 



 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, begins the season of Lent.  What are you prepared to 
sacrifice?  Check out the Faithard.org website for online courses, prayer groups, and 

Bible studies supported by RCA Ministries.   

 

 

BOILER BANK 

People have begun making donations to help us keep Bethany a warm and inviting 
place.  The cost for new boilers is high--$45,000 and some of it will be covered by 
loans and grants, but the rest will have to come from our dwindling reserves unless 
individuals and organizations that use our facilities can chip in to help. The cost was 
not included in the general budget which was already projected to have a deficit.  If 
you can help, please drop a donation or pledge into the offering (labeling it for the 
boiler bank) or send it separately to the church office.  Your investment in our 
building and our future is greatly appreciated.   
 
 
 
 
 

ZOOMING COMMUNION 
 
When the congregation is served communion and you are participating in the 
service via Zoom, please join in with your own elements. They are consecrated 
within the liturgy and symbolically represent the blood and body of Jesus Christ. 
Please join in the fellowship of sharing this Blessed Sacrament.   
 



GUEST PREACHERS 

March 6  Rev.Lindsey DeKruif, Albany Synod Fellowship Coordinator 
March 13  Peter Pagerey, Elder from First Church in Albany 
March 20  John Davis (Lay Eucharistic Minister from St Peter’s Episcopal Church) 
March 27  Nancy Landrigan (Member of Delmar Reformed Church and clerk of   
       Classis)  and the Rev. Dawn Alpaugh 
 

                

HELP BETHANY ADVERTISE OUR COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY IN 
SUPPORT OF FAMILY PROMISE! 

What can you add to our garden theme to create a “garden basket” for the 
Family Promise Fundraising Auction?  Gloves, seeds, gift certificates, potting 
soil, tools, bulbs, gardening books, seed starters, pruners, etc.?  Drop them 
off in the church office or just outside the office door before March 14th and 
Pam has offered to put it together with an estimated value.  The basket will 
be advertised as "Gardner’s Delight" on the website for a week before the 
silent auction goes live on the web April 24-May 1.  Everyone visiting the site 
will also be reminded of the congregation next door that continues to 
support Family Promise’s commitment to give homeless families (without 
federal assistance) a dignified path to sustainable housing. 
 

                                                                                                              

Dena Biondi   03/02 
Debbie Hollner  03/16                            Robert and Jean Gantz 03/28 
Marion Hollner  03/29 
 

(Don’t forget Chris’ father, Dr. Robert Dates on his 100th birthday March 6.  
Please send cards c/o Chris van Alstyne, 611 Top Ridge Drive, Albany, NY  12203 



BROOKS BBQ  
 
What a smashing success!  The BBQ started at 3 and was sold out by 4 without the 
massive traffic jam that sometimes occurs on New Scotland Avenue.  Many thanks 
go to our experienced leaders, Pam and Wendy, and the many people who sent 
friends and relatives to help take orders, run the dinner out to waiting cars, put 
together the meals, and actually prepare the potatoes, coleslaw, and desserts.  It 
wasn’t an hours work, but days of preparation and planning that netted Bethany 
$2,000.  Thanks for the teamwork that made it happen!  Next one—July 15.  Mark 
your calendars.   
 

 

From Maureen and Fred Isabella (parents of David Nichol’s friend) 

Thank you so much for making the blanket for our son, Michael.  It was such a 
cheerful addition to his room at the nursing facility.  You chose the perfect pattern 
for Michael because he loves the ocean.  We appreciate all your time, skill and 
effort to create such a beautiful quilt 

Although he has much to overcome, and there is always the treat of infection, 
Michael is slowly improving.  We know that you are all praying for him, and we are 
so grateful.   

 
Founded in 1852, Albany Guardian Society (AGS) is a not-for-profit charitable 
foundation with a mission to improve the lives of seniors in the Capital Region, their 
families and their caregivers, through information, education, research and 
collaboration. Classes are free.  Check it out at: www.AlbanyGuardianSociety.org   
Below are a few of their many offerings.   
 
 
Thursday, March 3:  1:30-2:30 pm   
Going it Solo 
 
Friday, March 4:  9:30-10:30 am 
Downsizing and Organizing for Seniors 



 
Wednesday, March 16:  1:30-2:30  pm 
Pre-Planning Your Funeral:  Things to Consider 
 
Friday, March 18:  1:30-2:30 pm 
Staying Fit with Arthritis 

 

RECOMMENDED READING:  Shared by one of our own to brighten our days! 

Humankind: A Hopeful History, by Rutger Bregman. 
 

It has been nominated for several awards, but more importantly, it is a well-reasoned 
social history that can lift you up in what often feels like dark times.  There are several 
pages of endorsements by various authors and historians; I'll share just one of 
them.  "Rutger Bregman is one of the most provocative thinkers of our time... This book 
demolishes the cynical view that humans are inherently nasty and selfish, and paints a 
portrait of human nature that's not only more uplifting -- it's also more accurate."  If you 
have time and like to read, I hope you'll check it out. 
 

Laugh for the day: 

 
 What simple affliction caused the death of Samson? 

He died of fallen arches 
 How long did Cain hate his brother? 

As long as he was Abel. 
 Who was the best financier in the Bible? 

Noah. He floated his stock [animals] while the whole world was in liquidation. 
 Who was the straightest man in the Bible? 

Joseph, because Pharaoh made a ruler out of him. 
 When was the longest day in the bible? 

When there was no Eve in it. 
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Bold indicates Bethany Sponsored                               * Food Donation and Communion Sunday

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    Ash Wednesday    
   5 Zoom Sing 

&Pray 
6 pm  AA 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30  Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 
1-3 African Violet 

   Worship*       
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange 
Stamp 

5 Zoom Sing &  
Pray 
6 pm  AA 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 

   Worship         
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 
1  Burmese 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing & 
Pray 
6 pm  AA  

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 
1-3  African Violet 

   Worship        
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

  5 Zoom Sing & 
Pray 
6 pm  AA              

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 

  Worship         
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 
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