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Dearest Bethany Family, 
  
Like all of you, I am flooded with many emotions as I see what is happening to the 
country and people of Ukraine. So much suffering and destruction and it makes us 
wonder  “What is God thinking? How can He allow this to happen? What are we to 
learn from this?”  We ask these questions every time tragedy strikes, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, tsunamis.  It brings to mind 911 when evil struck our own country, 
taking the lives of thousands of innocent people.  But somehow to me, this is 
different and once again our faith is tested. 
  
Hebrews 10:23,24 
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted 
to keep his promise.  Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love 
and good works. 
 
Also read Psalms 27.  It’s long but worth the read.   
  
So we turn to God, who gave his son, who suffered and died for our sins, but rose 
from the dead, which we celebrate this month on Easter.  
  
I join you as we pray for continued strength for the millions of people in Ukraine 
and around the world who are enduring unimaginable times and in gratitude for all 
the wonderful acts of support that are uniting us all. 
  
Bless you all for all you do for others. 
 

Pam 
 
Pam Menton 
  



The following Consistory Meeting Minutes were not included in the May 
newsletter.  The Consistory did NOT meet in March.   

 
Bethany Reformed Church Consistory Minutes 

February 13, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:13 pm. 
 
Present:  Wendy Delehanty, Pam Menton, Bill Murray and Supervisors, Noreen 
Fargione and Rev. David Corlett 
 
Reflection:  Deacon Bill Murray 
Giving Thanks:  Thanks to Bruce for shoveling and calling in Albany Nursery.  
 
Thanks to everyone who took food to Bill and Nancy. Thanks to Melody for covering 
for Diane. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Bill moved, Pam seconded, all approved the January 16, 2022 
Consistory meeting minutes. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Pastor’s:  Nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer: 
SUMMARY:  General Fund, January 2022: Last Week’s Offering $1,276 
Total Receipts 11,768.45 
Total Disbursements 8,429.22 
Net 3,339.23 
 
Worship:  Pulpit supply requests for Easter through June will go out next week. 
 
Property – Replacement Boilers, both boilers have been replaced, a letter will go  
out to congregation, groups and friends asking for donations towards the expense 
of $45,000. 
 
Wendy talked to many National Grid employees and explored many web pages. It is 
my belief that the 0% financing option is only for large commercial and industrial 
organizations. We are applying for a rebate of $1,800 for each boiler, but will need 
a bill/invoice indicating that it has been paid in full and complete the application 
process within 60 days of the installation. I have sent a second email to find out if 
we can apply for two rebates since we are getting two boilers. 
 
Jeff wasn’t working with us at the time of the last ice storm, so there was a 
problem with the ice. Wendy asked for help from Family Promise. Bruce called 
Albany Nursery. Bruce also cleared some of the paths. Albany Nursery is now going 
to salt everything and shovel sidewalks as needed.  Maria College shovels New 
Scotland Avenue sidewalk.  



 
Fellowship Hall lights are gradually being replaced. Pam is working on Group clean-
up with their equipment, under the stairs 
 
Education:  Women’s Bible Study is held Monday, 10 to 11 am on Zoom. 
 
Helping Hands:  On break until March. 
 
Fund Raising:  Brooks BBQ on Wednesday February 23. We were advised that due 
to cost increase of ribs, we will only be selling chicken. 
 
Stewardship:  Nothing to report. 
 
Congregational Life:  Nothing to report. 
 
Elders:  Attended Zoom meeting with Capital Area Council of Churches. 
 
Deacons:  Deacons will be discussing the distribution of Mission Funds for 
2000/2021—2021/2022. 
 
Finance:  The Finance Committee recommends that the money needed to pay for 
the boilers, above contributions from the find drive and rebates, come from the 
principal portion of the Progress Fund. This fund was established to build the 
education wing, so is in keeping with that spirit. A congregational vote is required 
to spend this money, so the timing is good. This fund currently has $61,360 in a 
FAM mutual fund account. 
 
There was a discussion regarding if donations would be used to replace money 
taken from funds to pay for the boilers. This will be discussed in a later meeting. 
 
Pastoral Relations:  Nothing to report. 
 
Pastoral Search:  Our profile was sent to RCA again and moved back to the top of 
the list. We will send our profile again at the end of March. Nancy received a 
resume from someone in Kenya and asked that he complete a profile and send the 
profile to us. 
 
Old Business:  Bill spoke with Eric in late January. Eric hadn’t done anything on 
First Call because of his move. Eric said he would call Bill when he had done 
something. Bill will be calling Jim Harrington. Noreen suggested Bill call Lindsey 
DeKruif. 
 
Diane produced an application for people requesting to use our church. 
 
New Business:  The agenda for the February 20, 2022 Congregational meeting, will 
be sent out ahead of time. We will discuss the Progress Fund, Budget and update 
on pastor search. Bill was asked to tell Nancy she is requested to speak on the 



Search Committee progress. Melody will give opening prayer and Bill will give the 
closing prayer. 
 
Use of building:  A request was received from Beth Ames, Pam’s cousin, for use of 
Fellowship Center on Wednesday, April 30, 2022 in afternoon for a memorial 
service for her mother, Marilyn Neadle. All approved these uses. 
 
Consistorial report:  In progress, our questions have been entered in website.  
Wendy and Diane are completing the remainder. 
 
Bethany Forward:  Keep moving. The average is 18 months to find a new minister. 
We respond to God:  Doug Kiel just finished radiation, next step is surgery. Nancy 
is getting her cast removed. Prayers for peace in Ukraine. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 3, 2022, because of Easter 
 
Closing prayer by Deacon Bill Murray 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 

 

Guest Preachers for April 

April  3   Rev. Lindsey DeKruif 
April 10  Dr. Lou Smith 
 
Ecumenical Good Friday Service held at noon at First Lutheran Church and 
sponsored by the Capital Area Council of Churches.  Stream at www.capareacc.org. 
 
April 17   Rev. Glenn van Oort 
April 24   Kitt Jackson 
 

SAY “THANK YOU” AND REMEMBER. . . 

 

Rev. Glenn van Oort is retiring from ministry and pupil supply.  As he did his 
“final round” of preaching in the churches he considered, “special,” he left Bethany 
last, to be remembered always in his heart as the place of his final service.   During 



one of his sermons here, he mentioned how much he missed the tradition of the 
Easter bonnet.  How fortunate for us.  Won’t you join Bethany in a special tribute to 
Pastor Glenn (and the author of “Sophie’s Pony Tales”) by decorating ANY hat you 
have with an artificial flower or two to make this Easter service one Pastor Glenn 
will always remember, because people here will always remember him.  (If you 
have an extra hat, bring it for someone who might forget)  

 

 

HOW CAN I HELP? 

The refugee crisis in Europe is heartbreaking and difficult to watch.  Most of us 
cannot leave our jobs and homes to go over there and help.  We can’t bring them 
here and offer them shelter and food.  But we can support them through our Easter 
offering to the RCA 2022 European Crisis Response.  From the RCA homepage: 
”Help provide humanitarian aid for people being forcefully displaced from Ukraine.  
RCA missionaries and partners are working along the border of Hungary and 
Romania to welcome people seeking refuge and help them through the next step of 
their journey.  Your gifts will make their immediate efforts possible and aid long-
term needs that will arise.”   

 

TIME TO ORDER EASTER PLANTS 

 

 
 
 
It’s time to order Easter plants to beautify the Sanctuary on Easter morning! The 
vivid colors and scents of spring remind us of the rebirth we experience through the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 



A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex for your convenience. We offer: Daffodils 
(yellow,) Hyacinths (purple, pink, white,) and Tulips (red, yellow, pink, white) at 
$10.00 each; Easter Lilies (white) and Mums (yellow, pink, white) at $12.00 each; 
and Azaleas (dark pink, lt. pink, red, white)  and Hydrangeas (blue, pink, white)) at 
$20.00 each.     
 
Deadline for Sign-Up is Thursday, March 31, 2022 so act fast.  You can indicate 
your choice/s on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, or call or e-mail the church 
office. Please make checks out to Bethany Reformed Church. Be sure to include the 
donor name with your payment. Payments may be placed in an envelope marked 
"Easter Flowers" and placed in the offering plate, or mailed to the church. You may 
take your plant after worship on Easter Sunday. 
 
  

 
“Word of Hope” in back.  You can also get the “Word of Hope” free, on-line, by 
downloading it from the App Store or Google Play.  It includes: 

o *Daily Bible reading 
o *A new devotional guide each day 
o *Audio devotional, to easily listen to that day's devotional 
o *Daily prayer prompts to guide your prayer time, connected to that 

day's reading 
o *Inspiring videos that share God's work in the world 

 

Thank you from Pat Irwin—a Seminary student from Altamont that to whom Bethany has given 5 
scholarships 

Sisters and Brothers of Bethany Reformed Church, 

I am in my final semester at Western Theological Seminary.  Amazing!  I will be graduating on April 30, 
2022, with a Master of Divinity and a Graduate Certificate in Disability and Ministry.  While I am very 
appreciative of Western for their support of each student, I am genuinely grateful for your financial 
support of this journey.  It has been a rewarding and spiritually enlightening path better to understand 
God and God’s desire for us.   



I hope your journey of discernment for a new minister follows a path that works for Bethany.  My 
prayers for your success continue. 

As I write this letter , the TV has shifted from COVID to the war in Ukraine.  I pray that God’s desires for 
the world will soften the hearts of the Russian military and President Putin’s soul.  WE have so much to 
pray for as the world becomes united again war, but we must also be grateful for the peace and comfort 
we have at home.  May the people of Ukraine find God’s peace, and may they successfully return their 
homeland to a place where people can worship God freely and live their lives worshiping their God. 

I wish peace to you all, and I thank you most sincerely for your financial and loving support of my 
seminary journey.   

Blessing,  
Pat Irwin 

 

 

 

Bethany may be small in number, but we have a caring congregation 
that continues to impress the community with our fundraising efforts 
on behalf of ending hunger.  Last year Bethany’s team placed 3rd in 
fundraising across the entire region.  Actually they placed 61st for the 
COUNTRY.  David Nichols was in the top 10 individual walkers.  Won’t 
you help this year?  Walk ANYTIME in May and collect donations from 

friends and neighbors. . . . or support a walker from Bethany.  Look for participants 
on the narthex bulletin board, in upcoming bulletins, or in next month’s newsletter.  
Walker packets are available in the church office or on-line.  Get involved!!  

 

Bethany, as host of Family Promise with a seat on its board, is part of this STORY 
published in the  National Family Promise Newsletter. 



Ariffa Bevin found Family Promise by accident. 
 
Five years ago, she was walking to the cafeteria at work when she saw a person 
sleeping on the ground in the lobby. She reached out to touch the person on the 
shoulder to see if they were okay, but eventually realized it was a mannequin—an 
advertising tool for her local Family Promise Affiliate’s upcoming sleepout 
fundraiser. 
 
“I was touched when I saw the person sleeping on the ground,” Bevin said. “After 
reading the flyer for the Family Promise sleepout, I immediately wanted to support 
and raise awareness.” 
 
A few weeks later—in the middle of a cold Upstate New York October evening—Bevin 
joined Family Promise of the Capital Region (NY) community members by sleeping 
outside for a single night. The goal was to raise awareness of the issue of family 
homelessness. But the event was also a learning experience for Bevin. 
 
“The Family Promise staff taught everyone there about the organization’s mission,” 
Bevin said. “They also told success stories of families who had gone through the 
program. I was so inspired.” 
 
Not long after the sleepout, Bevin was invited to Family Promise of the Capital 
Region’s day center for an information session. She didn’t hesitate to accept the offer 
and learned even more about the organization. On top of that, she began taking the 
necessary steps to become a board member. 
 
Bevin is an inclusion, diversity, and equity business partner. She recently pivoted from 
a career doing similar work in healthcare to the tech industry, with a role focused on 
promoting IDE strategies, best practices, and culture change at her place of work. 
Bevin’s IDE expertise perfectly aligns with Family Promise national’s goals. Family 
Promise formed a racial justice council in 2020 to ensure racial equity issues are 
addressed at all levels of the organization. 
 
As a board member at Family Promise of the Capital Region, Bevin is working with 
her colleagues to increase the sustainability of the Affiliate’s services. 
 
“We want to figure out what barriers families are facing at all phases of their time 
with us,” Bevin said. “We want to break down those barriers and set families up for 
long-term success.” 
 



Whether it’s issues with transportation or mental health struggles, Bevin is committed 
to the journey of problem solving. And that commitment stems from an inner sense of 
service. 
 
“If I can support and help others to know that they’re not alone and seen, then I am 
all the more blessed and grateful,” Bevin said. “I’m going to do that best that I 
possibly can to serve families who need a little help.” 
 

                          

 

Birthdays  (included are some children              Anniversaries in April 
 and grandchildren of members) 

 Greg Empie   04/04                   *Guy and Lisa Empie  04/22 
 Bob Eberle   04/07 
 Rena Mironchuk  04/09 
 Polly Eberle   04/10 
 Jordan Brazis-Eberle 04/17 
 Dan Delehanty  04/20 

 

  

Consistory knew our small congregation could not raise all of the $45,000 needed 
to replace the boiler, but they hoped for at least $10,000 in donations with the rest 
coming out of our dwindling reserves.  As of Sunday, March 20, the Boiler Fund 
stands at slightly over $5,000 including donations from groups that meet in our 
church.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed and, if you haven’t, won’t you 
consider helping?   



 

 

Get ready for the May 6-7, 2022 Flower and Plant Sale 

Because this annual event comes so early in May, start thinking about it NOW.   
Plants have been ordered, tables and tents will have to be set up, trucks will need 
to be unloaded about 5-6 AM, and customer service people will be needed to fill 

shifts all day Friday and Saturday.  How can you help with this event that impacts 
the entire community and our church! 

 

 Taxes due April 18, 2022 
o Free help for anyone making $58,000 or less or are disabled through the Cash  

Coalition of the United Way of the Greater Capital Region and VITA (volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance). 

 Drop off Services where documents will be scanned and a volunteer will 
complete the file and return it with taxpayer’s consent.  Once completed, 
they will be available for pick up.  Appointments are required.  Call a 
drop-out site below. 

 Albany Community Action Partnership, 33 Sheridan Ave., Albany 
call 518-463-3175 

 Star VITA, 1215 Broadway, Menands, call 2-1-1 
 SUNY Albany Husted Hall, 135 Western Ave., Albany, call 2-1-1  

 VITA Services—While You Wait 
 Albany Law School (must show proof of vaccination/booster) 

Open Fridays from 1-4 pm at 80 New Scotland Ave., Albany 
(parking at 2 Notre Dame Dr., off Holland Ave).  Call 2-1-1 for 
appointment 

 Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany (Wait in car while taxes 
are prepared).  Sundays 9 am-2 pm at 1 United Way, Albany (off 
Washington Ave. Ext.).  Call 2-1-1- for an appointment



 

 

 

 

 

Bold indicates Bethany Sponsored Activities 
* Communion and Food Donation Sunday 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
     10-2 Painters 

7 Pakistani Service 
7:30  Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 
1-3 African Violet 

   am Worship*       
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing &  Pray 
6 pm  AA 
 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship         
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 
1  Burmese Worship 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp 5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA  

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 
 

  am Worship        
5  Pak-Amer Sunrise S. 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

  5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA              
 

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

12-AFRICAN VIOLET 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 
AFRICAL VIOLET 
SHOW 

  am Worship         
AFRICAN VIOLET 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp 5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 
CELEBATION OF LIFE 

April            2022 
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