
 
 

 September 2022 

Dearest friends, 
 
It’s still summer, but soon enough we will be putting our sweaters back on….I’m not 
ready to say goodbye to the longer days but time moves on. 
 
My favorite bible verse is Isaiah 40:31 “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.” 
 
It is a constant reminder that in heaven we are made whole again. We will not be 
afflicted with earthly ailments, diseases, or physical limitations. I have shared with some 
of you that my son David knows this all too well and when he hears of someone’s 
passing he asks me “Are they OK? Walking?” and I tell him yes, they are happy and 
walking with those that went before them. It never fails to bring tears to my eyes. 
 
I think it is a lesson we need constant reminders of, that while we may be struggling with 
health issues, aging, family difficulties, all is made right with God in heaven. 
 
We are struggling now with trying to be patient while we await our next full time pastor. 
We say our Bethany prayer every Sunday and hold tight to the phrase “In God’s Time.” 
It seems like forever, but all will come at the right time. Bethany has faithful and devoted 
members who will wait as those in biblical times waited for the Messiah. 
 
Please continue to keep in touch, and reach out to each other. 
 
Blessings to you all. 
 

Pam 
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Bethany Reformed Church Consistory Meeting Minutes 
August 14, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 pm. 

Present:  Wendy Delehanty, Pam Menton, Bill Murray and Melody VanAlstyne and 
Supervisors, Noreen Fargione and Rev. David Corlett 

Reflection:  Elder Pam Menton 

Giving Thanks:  We are thankful for Noreen for enlisting Jo Prout for today and 
thanks to Jo Prout for stepping up. Thanks to everyone who helped out and donated 
to our successful Ice Cream Social. 

Approval of Minutes:  June minutes were approved by consensus, as they are. 

Reports 

Worship:  Pulpit supply is being sought for September through December. Still a 
few dates in September and October and Christmas eve. John Davis has agreed to 
run the Christmas Day service. Pam is working on filling the pulpit supply for the 
remainder of the year. 

Property: The installation of the new air conditioning in the parsonage has been 
completed for under $12,000. Bruce mentioned buying an air purifier for Fellowship 
Hall. We will ask Bruce to get quotes. 

Helping Hands:  We are exploring the idea of a “garage sale/bake sale” instead of 
a full Christmas Fair in October. Possibly coordinating with a Family Promise 
Fundraiser. 

Fund Raising:  Brooks BBQ netted $4,900! We sold 800 pieces of chicken. 

The next Brooks BBQ is Wednesday, October 26, 2022, 3 to 6 pm. 

Bruce suggested our garage sale/bake sale be in support of Family Promise Day 
Center. It was suggested we look for vendors selling vintage wares. Pam suggested 
we wait until next year because of time. Wendy suggested the title be “Attic 
Treasures.” The date selected is October first. The announcement needs to be in 
the newsletter and bulletins. 

Congregational Life:  The Ice Cream Social was a success. 

Elders:  A meeting date and time will be scheduled. 

Treasurer/Finance: 

Treasurer’s Report 

  May 2022 1/1-5/31/2022 
 Total Receipts $11,590.17 $47,814.70 
 Total Disbursements 8,928.31 47,167.65 
 Net Cash $ 2,661.86 $    647.05 
 
After insurance and the church’s liability insurance, Consistory will reimburse Nancy 
for her out-of-pocket expenses. 

Pastoral Search:  The same as June, in September we will update our information 
on the RCA web site, including the blurb, and our location and status of Family 
Promise (families are going back to the churches for sleeping and dinner). 
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Old Business:  We have committed to giving Jo Prout a scholarship of $1,000 a 
semester for the first trimester, 2022-23. These funds are being taken from the 
Eisele Scholarship Fund 

New Business:  Use of building—Rev. James has requested the Errgong Room for 
training, August 22 through August 27, from 10 to 3 and again from 6 to 9 for 
every day. This request was already approved via email and phone, official approval 
needed. It was agreed by consensus that Rev. James request be granted. 

Bethany Forward:  The same as June comments, our supervisors suggested we 
work on Church/Community. 

Next Meeting:  September 25, 2022 

We respond to God with our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers of 
praise: prayers for Bob Eberle. 

Closing prayer by Elder, Pam Menton. 

Benediction prayed together 

May the Lord watch between me and thee, while we are absent one from 
the other. Amen. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 

 

 

 
 

Guest Preachers for September 
 
September 4 John Davis 
September 11 Nancy Landrigan 
September 18 Gil Faustel 
September 25 Noreen Fargione 
 

         
 
Joe Brazis-Eberle  09/12 
Janny Mironchuk  09/05 

Rollin and Eileen Jones 09/12 
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Thank You Notes 
Thanks for Donation 

 
Dear friends, 

It has been a very busy summer at Family Promise. We often see summer as a time to 
reflect on the earlier months of the year and how our mission has impacted so many 
families in need. Since January we have provided shelter to seven families and rental 
assistance to 14 families. We helped 31 families with food, household goods, utility bills, 
medical/dental expenses, daycare and educational costs. Two of our graduated families 
have moved to larger apartments and we have returned to sheltering families at our 
weekly host sites. 

We are so grateful to all of our volunteers and wish to show our appreciation at our 
Doors to the Future event which will be on Saturday, September 10 from 2-5 at St. 
Sophia Greek Orthodox Church. This event will be mostly outside with games for 
children and fun activities for grown-ups too. There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, 
salads, ice-cream and a chance to visit with many of our graduated families. Admission 
is free! If you would like to join the honorary committee or would like to view 
sponsorship opportunities please visit our website, https://www.familypromisecr.org. 
See the flyer below for more details and RSVP at fpcrevent@gmail.com, so we can plan 
for the number attending. We hope to see you there. 

In the meantime, we truly appreciate your help and the generosity of our host and 
support congregations. It takes the community to assist families facing difficult 
challenges and we are grateful that Family Promise can bring us all together in various 
ways to make that happen. 

Continued blessings, 

Mary Giordano 
Executive Director 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you from Camp Fowler 

Thank you letter from Kent Busman, Executive Director and Josey Brady, Director 
of Development & Marketing, Camp Fowler. Kent and Josey wrote to thank us for 
our donation to Camp Fowler. The letter is on the bulletin board in the Narthex for 
those interested in reading the complete letter. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bethany Softball News 

The Bethany softball team won its first game of the season back in late April….it 
turned out to be the only win of our season. Although we would have hoped to win 
a few more along the way, our focus was enjoying the sport we love and the 
sportsmanship and fellowship of our teammates. 
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Unfortunately, the end of this season also brings an end of an era for Bethany 
softball. After over 50 years of playing in the Cooper-Varney Ecumenical Church 
Softball League, we will no longer be fielding a team. I would like to make special 
mention to thank Bob Eberle, he was a founding father to the formation and 
existence of the league! 

I was fortunate enough to have played 43 years for Bethany….it all began as a 
young 13 year old who wanted to join the team after years of watching my father 
and several Bethany members take the field on Thursday evenings. I played with 
veterans…Bob Eberle, Harold Bauer, Bob, Don and Dan Baker Jr, Ray Bender, Tiff 
Williams, Jack White, my Dad (Bob Hollner), Dan Baker III, Don Wiggin, Bill Barber 
(who often was my ride to the games), Bill and Roger Griffith, Ernie Sacco, Bob 
Baker Jr, Karl & Rich Harris, Jim Peterson (Rev Bob’s son)…I apologize for those 
members and friends of Bethany which I am sure to have unintentionally neglected 
to mention. 

There was a period that Bethany softball was able to field two teams! Jack White 
managed one team, and I began my managing career by overseeing the other 
team. After a few years, Bethany returned to having just one team. As a result of 
Bethany’s membership unable to provide able and willing participants, I recruited 
several friends and relatives to keep the team in the league. 

My Thursday evenings for the past 43 years have been filled with so many fond 
memories and friendships that have lasted a lifetime. Of course a highlight in my 
career was the opportunity a few short years ago to be teammates with my sons 
Lucas and Benjamin! I had always hoped to be able to take the field and play 
alongside my boys. 

Although these names may not be familiar to most of you, I want to recognize 
several current players, most who have played for Bethany for over 30 years! Jim 
Finke, Scott LaRosa, Dan Cairns, AC White, and Jason Rich….without this core 
group, Bethany would have hung it up years ago….to these and all former players 
of Bethany, I thank you all for the memories! 

Lastly, I want to of course thank Bethany for sponsoring and supporting the team 
for over 50 years! 

Dave Hollner - Manager 
 -----------------------------------------------------------------------  

A Chance to Give 

If you are looking for a gift to give to someone and don’t know quite what to give, 
you may be interested in purchasing a car wash with an added gift of a donation to 
the Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless. To do this, please go to 
www.iphgiving.org. 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

If you are an Amazon user, you can help support Bethany by using SMILEAmazon. 
You designate your recipient and Amazon donates a small percentage of your 
purchase to them. Why not Bethany? SMILEAmazon is a duplicate of regular 
Amazon. AmazonSmile: You shop. Amazon gives.   
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Some Interesting Things 
CROP Walk 2022 

The newsletter from The Capital Area Council of Churches has an article on the 
CROP Walk of 2022. Bethany Reformed Church is in the top five groups for the 
amount of money raised. David Nichols and David van Alstyne are in the top five 
walkers for the amount of money raised. I apologize for not mentioning David van 
Alstyne in the August 28 bulletin. The newsletter is posted on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. 

Joshua Vis & film screening 
Joshua Vis, Church Engagement Facilitator for Israel/Palestine for the Reformed 
Church in America, will be in Albany on September 10 to host a screening of an 
important new documentary film on the Israeli occupation of Palestine. The film will 
be shown at the Madison Theatre, 1036 Madison Avenue in Albany, on Saturday, 
September 10, at 2 p.m. Joshua, who directed the film, will be present for a time of 
Q. & A. following the screening 

The Law and the Prophets is a feature documentary that shows what life is like for 
the millions of Palestinians who are living under the Israeli military occupation. The 
film includes interviews with many of the brave, determined individuals, both 
Palestinians and Israelis, who are trying to expose the destructive, unjust, and 
sometimes invisible ways in which Israel exploits and oppresses Palestinians. Their 
voices deserve to be heard. 

For more information and to watch a trailer from the film go to 
https://www.thelawandtheprophetsfilm.com/ 

The screening is free and open to the public but reservations are requested. RSVP 
to John Paarlberg, jpaarlberg@gmail.com 

THINKING AHEAD 
Soon it will be time to fill vacancies in our Consistory. At this time we have 4 
members, which is the absolute minimum we can have without having to go 
under guidance of Classis. 

Wendy Delehanty will be completing her term as deacon so we need to fill 
that seat as well as more if possible. 

Typically the term is 3 years, but not mandatory. Our meetings are once a 
month and times are flexible. Now we normally meet on Sunday after 
service. 

Please pray about this and if this is how YOU can help Bethany. 

Bethany thanks you 

Pam 
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COMING SOON 
 

ATTIC TREASURES 

Saturday, October 1 9:00 – 3:00 
 
Do you have treasures in your attic that you really don’t want anymore? Maybe 
some items cluttering your cabinets and closets that you no longer use? Things you 
put in the basement or garage and forgot about? Clothes that don’t fit you or your 
closet or your style? Books that you’ve read and won’t read again? 

Bethany needs them! Soon! (By September 28) Donations of clean, good quality, 
working items of all sorts are needed to stock our upcoming Attic Treasures sale. 
Items should be placed in the nursery. Bring them with you to church on Sunday; 
drop them off weekdays when the office is open (usually Tuesday - Friday from 
9:30 – 1:30); call the church office at 518-482-7998 to set up drop off times 
outside of these hours. 

Why Attic Treasures? What about the Christmas Fair? Why October? 

Helping Hands has been running the Fair for many years, but it’s getting tough to 
get the variety of items we need to stock all our booths. It’s difficult setting up all 
those great fair tables, even with the help of the Boy Scouts. There aren’t as many 
of us around to staff so many locations and booths. Helping Hands thinks that by 
concentrating on our Bake Sale, and used goods sections (Attic Treasures and 
Next-to-New), and putting everything in Fellowship Hall (not on the stage), we 
would be able to handle it. As the calendar turns to November, people start thinking 
about Christmas, and don’t care much about ‘garage sales’, so it was decided to fit 
this revised event into our calendar early in October, before the Brooks BBQ on 
October 26. The Christmas Fair will not be held this year. 

How can I help? 

Your help is essential to the success of this event. 

 Donate your treasures, and maybe some from friends. Through Wed., Sept. 
28 

 Sort donations as they come in 
 Set up the day before, September 30 
 Work a shift or two October 1. 8:30 – 5:00 
 Bake, bake, bake! (And bring it to church Friday or early Saturday.) 
 Shop, shop, shop! And invite all your friends. Sat., Oct 1, 9:00 – 3:00 

Questions? Call the church office (518-482-7998) 
  



 
 

Bold indicated Bethany Sponsored Activities 

*Communion and Food Donation Sunday 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      
 
 
7 Urdu Worship S 
7:30 Acceptance F 

 
10:00 We Are Not 
Alone F 

  Bethany 
Worship* 
12-1 Chin SS 
1-4 Chin Worship 
6 pm Clean Team F 

 
 Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 
 
7 A Step at a Time F 

  
 
5 Zoom Sing &Pray 

:  New Start Step 
F 
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 Troop  rd & F 

 
-  Painters F 

 
7 Urdu Worship S 
7:30 Acceptance F 

 
10:00 We Are Not 
Alone F 

  Bethany 
Worship 
12-1 Chin SS 
1-4 Chin Worship 
6 pm Clean Team F 

 
 Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 
 
7 A Step at a Time F 

 
 
7 Fort Orange Stamp 
F 

 
 
5 Zoom Sing &Pray 

:  New Start Step 
F 

 
 
 
 

 Troop  rd & F 

 
-  Painters F 

 
7 Urdu Worship S 
7:30 Acceptance F 

 
10:00 We Are Not 
Alone F 

  Bethany 
Worship 
12-1 Chin SS 
1-4 Chin Worship 
6 pm Clean Team F 

 
 Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 
 
7 A Step at a Time F 

 

 

 
 
5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
7:30 New Start Step 
F 

 

 
 
 

 Troop  rd & F 

 
-  Painters F 

 
7 Urdu Worship S 
7:30 Acceptance F 

 

10:00 We Are Not 
Alone F 

25 10 Bethany 
Worship 
12-1 Chin SS 
1-4 Chin Worship 
6 pm Clean Team F 

26 
 Women’s Bible 

Study Zoom 
 
7 A Step at a Time F 

 
 

 
 
5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
7:30 New Start Step 
F 

 
 
 
 

 Troop  rd & F 

30 
-  Painters F 

 
7 Urdu Worship S 
7:30 Acceptance F 

OCTOBER 1 
ATTIC 
TREASURES! 

September 

 

2022 
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