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       October 2022 

 
Dear Friends and Family,  
 
Summer has gone, and Bethany is busy again!  Our next event is in less than 2 
weeks. Our neighbors and community have been most generous in donating many 
many many items for us to sell.  At first we were concerned we would not have 
enough to fill our fellowship hall.  That will NOT be a problem ! 
 

Philippians 4:6 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

Not only will we will make this a success, we will also have another opportunity to 
reach out to those who come to shop. I have come to learn that we cannot predict 
what God has in store for us . . . that we just need to leave it to Him to show us the 
way. 

October is also Consecration month and you will soon be receiving a letter asking 
you to think of you and your commitment to Bethany.  

And,Consistory will be looking for fill at least one vacancy for Deacon. 

Let us not forget that the world needs our prayers. 

SO much to think and pray about, yet we know God has a plan for Bethany.  

Are we ready? 
 
Peace and blessings 

Pam 
  



     Bethany Reformed Church 
                 Consistory Meeting Minutes 

    September 25, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:12 pm. 
 
Present:  Pam Menton, Bill Murray and Melody VanAlstyne and Supervisors, 
Noreen Fargione and Rev. David Corlett 
 
Absent:  Wendy Delehanty 
 
Reflection:  Elder Melody VanAlstyne 
 
Giving Thanks:  Thanks for all of Pam’s work on Attic Treasures and everyone who 
helped her. Thanks to Bill and Nancy for opening the church on Sunday mornings. 

Approval of Minutes from prior meeting:  August 14, 2022 Consistory Minutes 
were approved by consensus. 

Reports 

Pastor’s:  Nothing to report. 

Worship:  Pulpit supply is secured through 2022. Next request will go out 
beginning of October. We will provide our own Christmas Eve service. Pam will start 
filling 2023 Pulpit Supply in October. 

Property:  Water in the Fellowship center again, was handled by Bruce and Oliver. 
Fans were rented and drain company called to snake out drain. 

Education:  Nothing to report. 

Helping Hands:  Attic Treasures preparation underway for October 1. 

Fund Raising:  Next Brooks BBQ Wednesday October 26, chicken only. 

Stewardship:  Consecration Sunday is scheduled for October 23. The theme is 
“Popcorn Christians.” 

Congregational Life:  Nothing to report. 

Elders:  Elders met on August 29 to discuss setting up visitation to Don Gray, Mary 
Bartlett, Phoebe Lewinski. 

Deacons:  Nothing to report. 

Treasurer/Finance: 

SUMMARY—General Fund This Month Year to Date 

Total Receipts $7,377.51 $96,708.45 
Total Disbursements 9,119.78 81,393.33 

Net Cash $-1,742.27 $15,315.12 



The giving report shows that we are bringing in more regular giving/pledges than 
last year. Way to go! 

Pastoral Relations:  Nothing to report. 

Pastoral Search:  We have interviewed one candidate twice. We had lunch on the 
second interview and Bruce Neyerlin took the candidate on a tour of Albany. Noreen 
explained what was going on with part-time/full-time and hiring. The Search 
Committee asked Consistory whether we could go for a full-time position. Pam 
moved to advise the Search Committee that funds are available to pursue full-time 
pastoral services, Bill seconded, all approved. Also the parsonage can be made 
available to new pastor. 

Old Business:  Scholarship check sent to Jo Prout towards her studies. Thank you 
note received. 

New Business:  The 2023 Albany Synod meeting Sunday/Monday May 7-8 needs 
an elder from Bethany. Pam has volunteered to represent. 

Use of building: 

Request from Albany Tendai Buddhist Sangha to meet on Tuesday evenings 6:30-
8:30 beginning 10/25. Consistory agreed it was okay and the Building Use Fee is 
$75/month. 

Request from Albany’s Department of General Services (DGS) and residents of our 
districts. We will be discussing Albany’s tree removal and replanting policies and 
other quality of life issues in our neighborhoods. Form sent/ awaiting completed 
form. Gave 3 dates, at this time only one available. At this time, we have not 
received the “Building Use Form.” 

Bethany Forward, comments from our supervisors as to next steps. Suggest we 
keep doing what we are doing. 

We respond to God:  Prayers for the Search and moving forward. Rev. David 
prays for drain repair. 

Closing prayer by Elder Melody VanAlstyne 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melody VanAlstyne, Clerk 

 

 



 
 
As you pray over Bethany and all that is has been and what it will be, think 
about how you have been a part of the past and how you will be a part of 
the future.  Our Pastoral Search committee is working diligently on screening 
applicants to fill our pulpit.  Part of this work is determining what can 
Bethany afford financially in this effort. 
  
It is not easy to ask for money, especially in the economic times we are 
facing.  Many of us are on fixed incomes. 
 
I am reminded of a story Shirley Phillips shared years ago, telling us that 
when her dad sat at this desk to pay the family’s bills, he always filled the 
church envelope first, says God will provide for the rest, and He always did.  
  
The Bethany family has been very generous in supporting our financial 
needs, Education Wing, roofs, parking lot, boilers to name a few.  And we 
continue to do so.  You will be receiving a letter soon with our Stewardship 
theme for the coming year. 
  
I truly believe that we are turning a corner towards the next vision God has 
for us. 
  
Blessings to you all 
 
Pam 

 

GUEST PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER 

October 2 Gil Faustel 
October 9 Kitt Jackson 
October 16 Abby Norton Levering 
October 23 John Paarlberg 
October 30 John Davis 



 

On November 6 we celebrate All Saints Day.  We extinguish a candle in 
remembrance of family or friends of Bethany that have passed into glory in the past 
year and include their name in the weekly bulletin.  Please sent the church office 
the names and passing date of any one you would like remembered.   

                        

             Birthdays       Anniversaries

Laurie Schraver  10/21 
Kathy Casey           10/27 
David Hollner  10/28 
Lynn Carlson           10/30 

Bruce and Ellen Neyerlin  10/03 
Andy & Janny Mironchuk  10/16 
Donna & Vinny Trama  10/26 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Yes, it’s almost here and Bethany needs YOU.  It’s been a busy month, but you can 
relax over the holidays (just kidding).  We need baked goods (brownies, cookies, 
bars, etc.) but just as important we need your support to work that day.  We have 
increased our orders and still “sold out” the last 2 times which is great for profits, 
but impossible to manage without enough help.  Friends, neighbors, children, and 
grandchildren have all have been recruited for the previous sale forces, and we 
need them again.  Please consider how you can help make this a success.   
 

Wednesday 

October 26, 2022 

3-6 pm 

 

½ Chicken    $9 

Chicken Dinner $13 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Bethany wants to have some fun.  Last year about 6 of us went to an awesome 
panto that included Catherine (our organist) as the accompanist and narrator of 
“Rapunzel”  and her husband as the Rapunzel’s mother.  It was hysterical.   In case 
you wondered, a panto is a musical comedy that usually includes songs, gags, 
slapstick comedy and dancing.  It employs gender-crossing actors and combines 
topical humor with a story loosely based on a well-known fairy tale.  This year’s 
production at the Ghent Playhouse is “Beauty and the Beast.  Ugly is. . . .”  
Catherine and her husband are again in it, and Bethany is gathering a group 
together to go on Friday, December 2.  We need to order tickets in early November 
so we can all sit together.  Interested?  Call the church office or leave your name 
with Diane. Keep your eyes open for more information. 
    
 

 

ATTIC TREASURES—OCTOBER 1, 2022  9-3 pm 

The community has recognized how important Bethany is to the neighborhood and 
blessed Bethany with donations stacked head high on the stage.  The volunteers 
are meeting Thursday and Friday to organize them and spread them through the 
hall for Saturday’s sale.  Others are baking.  The day will be wild.  If you get this in 
time to help PLEASE DO, but there will be leftovers.  If you know of organizations 
that would benefit from “leftovers” please let the church office know.    



 

 

 

Ever wonder where your mission donations go?  In the interest of space they have been condensed, but 
here are some examples: 

From Unity House  
 
Thank you!  We are grateful for Bethany Reformed Church’s donation of $1,000.00 to Unity House.  This 
generous support helps people who are struggling and strengthens our community.   
Thanks to the kindness and compassion of parishes like yours, when people come to us, they are able to 
access the food pantry, free meals, clothing, and case management to assess barriers and address 
needs.  We are grateful that you understand the value of identifying needs in ways that respect the 
inherent dignity of people while making them feel secure about options.  Together, with caring people 
such as those at Bethany, we are making a difference one day—one person—and one neighborhood at a 
time. 
 

From Regional Food Bank: 

Thank you for the very generous donation of $1,000 to the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New 
York.  We deep appreciate your support 
 
The COVID-19 disaster has impacted communities in all countries the food Bank serves.  While the 
health crisis may be lessening, the effects on log-income individuals and families will be felt for a long 
time. Your generosity has made a real difference in many lives as people strive to recover from this 
unprecedented health and economic crisis.   
 
From Words of Hope 

Thank you for sending hope with your $200 donation and prayers! 
 
You are helping to change lives every day, all around the world.  Thank you for your commitment to 
sharing God’s Word.  You are making the gospel accessible to people everywhere. 
   

From Jo Prout 

 
Thank you for approving the scholarship for my studies at Duke Divinity School.  Whether or not I have 
talent, I am certainly blessed by our worship services together, and by the opportunity to study and read 
with brilliant scholars as we are guided by the Holy Spirit to seek God’s wisdom and favor. 



 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED!! 

Since 2015 Bethany has been proud to be associated with this non-profit that tries to engage the 
community in supporting and sheltering homeless families.  Thirteen churches provide overnight 
housing throughout the year, and they are grateful to Bethany for renting the parsonage to serve as  
Family Promise’s  outreach center, training facility, and day care center for families with preschool 
children.  

However, the rental contract requires a congregant from Bethany be on the Family Promise Board to 
assure our interest in the property.  Family Promise’s bylaws require board members to rotate off the 
board after 3 years.  Diane has been there since its inception and needs to be replaced in January.  There 
are only about 6 meetings a year, and until COVID, they were held in the parsonage.  If you are 
interested in serving our community and our church in this capacity with a board of wonderful and 
engaging community members, please talk with Pam Menton or Diane Avery.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

AROUND TOWN 

 October 2  Saturday  --  Soup Supper at Jerusalem Reformed Church, RT 32, Feura Bush 4-8 pm.  
Eat in or Take out.  Free will donation 

 October 16-November 13 -- Clarksville Community Church Basket Raffle.  $10 ticket buys 8 red 
tickets (basket value up to $40), 6 blue tickets (basket value up to $75) and 4 white tickets 
(basket value over $75).  Contact Linda Ingraham (518)768-2897 or Debbie Lobdel at (518) 768-
2334 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       A c Treasures 
 
 
 

 Bold indicates 
Bethany Sponsored 
Ac vi es 

* Communion and 
Food Dona on  
Sunday 

  
              
 

10:00 Step at a Time 

   am Worship*       
 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing &  Pray 
6 pm  AA 
 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship         
 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp 5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA  

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 
1-3 African Violet 

16 10 am Worship        
 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

  5 Zoom Sing & Pray 
6 pm  AA              
 

7:00 Troop 1011 
 

10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

  am Worship         
 
12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange Stamp BROOKS BBQ 

         
 

7:00 Troop 1011 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a Time 

30  Worship  

12 Chin SS & Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

31 
7  One Step at a  
            Time 

     

October 2022 
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