
 

 

 
 

                    November 2022 
 
Dear Bethany family, 
  
In this month of Thanksgiving I try to count my blessings every day and am always 
amazed at how many blessings I have, too many to count.  Bethany is also blessed in 
many, many ways. 
  
I want to share a story I heard a couple weeks ago that brought this home for me. 
  
A local church near me sponsored a Ukrainian family who escaped with a single 
suitcase for the four of them. As they were close to the border, Russian troops began 
firing at the caravan.  The family hid underneath their car praying that the gas tank 
was not hit.  Prayers were answered and they were set up in a duplex with the clothes 
on their backs.  The dad was a little distressed at their lodgings as they had 2 homes 
in Ukraine, however he soon realized that this was far better than waiting for 
government red tape.  One of the women of the church purchased a soccer ball for 
$10 and took it to the family.  The young boys grabbed the ball and began sobbing, as 
did the parents, and the woman.  This soccer ball was a symbol of their prior life and 
probably the best $10 this woman ever spent.  
  
As we enter into Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas, think of the soccer ball and how 
such a small gift can make such a huge difference in someone’s life. 
  
Blessings to you all 
 

Pam 
 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 
Hebrews 13:16 
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 



 
Bethany Reformed Church 

Consistory Meeting Minutes 

October 23, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:06 pm. 
 
Present: Pam Menton, Wendy Delehanty Bill Murray, Melody VanAlstyne and 
Supervisors Noreen Fargione and Rev. David Corlett 
 
Reflections:  Deacon Wendy Delehanty 
 
Giving Thanks:  Thanks to Pam and her crew for Attic Treasures, to Janny 
and Diane for decorating the sanctuary and to the Search Committee. 
 
Approval of Minutes from September meeting:  Minutes for the 
September 25, 2022 and October 16, 2022 Consistory meeting were approved 
by consensus.  
 
Reports 
 
Pastor’s:  No report. 
Worship:  No report. 
Property:  No report. 
Education:  Nothing to report. 
 
Helping Hands:  Attic Treasures was a HUGE success. 
Fund Raising:  Attic Treasures netted over $2,200. Next Brooks BBQ 
Wednesday October 26, chicken only 
 
Stewardship:  Consecration Sunday, October 23. Theme, Popcorn Christians. 
We should have a pledge report within the next couple weeks. 
 
Congregational Life:  No report. 
 
Elders:  Elders will meet October 31, 2022, at 10 am and set up visitation to 
Don Gray, Mary Bartlett, Phoebe Lewinski 
 
Deacons:  We are recommending the Regional Food Bank for our Thanksgiving 
mission collection. We are considering helping First Church with their hat and 



glove mission for our Christmas physical collection. We are looking at various 
missions to help children for the monetary Christmas collection. We the idea of 
'giving to ourselves' may come up. We feel it is important to continue to help 
others. We could add a statement to the effect that you may direct your 
donation to a different cause. 

Finance:  We still need to figure out the remaining source of funds to pay the 
costs for the flood clean-up and the parsonage HVAC replacement. 
 
Treasurer/Finance: 
 
SUMMARY - General Fund Aug. 2022 Sept. 2022 1/1 - 9/30/22 
Total Receipts $5,958.51 $8,742.53 $94,282.94 
Total Disbursements 6,661.49 8,027.59 80,926.56 

Net Cash $ -702.98 $   714.94 $13,356.38 
 

 Income was a bit low in August, high in September. Typical for the time 
of year. 

 Expenses remain low overall, allowing us to meet our regular, current, 
needs. 

 All the mission money collected in 2020 and 2021 has been disbursed. 
 The accounting for the new boilers is complete. 

Expenses $45,250 
Contributions $14,740 
Grant, rebate $11,100 
Transfer-Progress Fund $19,410 
 
***$24,000 was authorized to be used from the Progress Fund. 
$4,590 was not used and will be returned to the Progress Fund. 

 
Pastoral Relations:  Next month we will work on Christmas service. 
 
Pastoral Search:  On November 5, Consistory and the Supervisors will be 
dinning with the candidate. Noreen will contact someone at Delmar Reformed 
Church to set up dinner in their parlor for 6 pm. The caterer is McCarrol’s Deli. 
On Sunday, November 6, the candidate will officiate the service. There will be 
a coffee hour after service, before the Congregational meeting and volunteers 
will be asked to bring food. Pam will buy vegetable and fruit platters. At the 
Congregational meeting, Pam will speak to the Congregation regarding the 
candidate. We preferably ask that you attend in person. 
 
Old Business:  Bay State Elevator continues to bill us. This needs to be 
resolved ASAP. Wendy has sent them another email. 
 



New Business:  No new business. 
 
Use of building:  The new form is working out great. Kathy Casey said there 
is always stuff left in the pews. We need to clean before November 6. Pam will 
add to bulletin to ask congregants to come in Thursday, November 3, at 10 
am, to clean up pews. 
 
Bethany Forward, comments from our supervisors as to next steps:  We 
should have at least four Consistory members. 
 
We respond to God:  with our prayers of concern, prayers of joy, and prayers 
of praise: Prayers for Jessica, Marion, Polly and Janny. 
 
Next Meeting:  November 20, 2022 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 1:21 pm. 

 
 

 

GUEST PREACHERS FOR NOVEMBER 

November 6 Ministerial Candidate—see below 
November 13 Petr Pagerey 
November 20 John Davis 
November 27 Jo Prout 

  
 

 
 

BROOKS BBQ:  ANOTHER HUGE SUCCESS 
 

Bethany was blessed with great weather, a core of Bethany volunteers supported by 
family members, neighbors, and friends and the leadership of Pam, Wendy, Melody 
and Phyllis that had the day running “as smooth as silk.”  The perfect day saw sales of 
over $8,000 before expenses and 700 chickens sold by 5 pm.   Thank you all! 

 
 



Sunday, January 6, 2022 

 
 

All Saints Day 
 
January 6 is All Saints Sunday when we celebrate the lives of those that 

have passed into glory during the past 12 months.  If you would like someone 
honored during the service, or added to the list of saints posted in the bulletin 
who transitioned into glory prior to 12 months ago, please get their name to 
the church secretary before Thursday, November 3.     

  

& 
 
The guest preacher will be a ministerial candidate recommended by the 

Search Committee to the Consistory.  After the service and a brief coffee hour, 
the Consistory wants to hear your input on hiring a full-time minister and if 
YOU feel this candidate is the right one to lead Bethany; respond to our needs 
and help Bethany realize the mission statement on the front of our bulletin: 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God— 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
The meeting will be on Zoom, using the same link as the church service, 

but it is hoped everyone can come in person.  Although masks are not 
required, they are recommended to allow everyone to feel safe about 
attending.  Both the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are big enough to safely 
social distance.   

 
In preparation for this meeting the following facts and narrative were 

prepared.  This can be a basis for some of the discussion that will take place on 
January 6.  Please spend some time in prayer, weighing your needs, Bethany’s 
resources, and your hope for the future.  Remember that not everyone has the 
same ideas, needs, or expectations.  Please be respectful of each other so 



everyone feels safe to express their ideas, whether or not you agree with 
them.  Our leaders want to hear from everyone before making any decision, so 
if you want to have a voice, make sure to come.   

 
Financial Update for in October 2022  

General Fund 1/1 – 9/30/2022  2022 Budget 
Total Receipts 94,282.94  109,835.00 
Total Disbursements 80,926.56  150,821.00 
Net Cash 13,356.38  
 
The General Fund is where we track our annual budget, expenses, and receipts. The numbers 
show we have had more income than expenses this year, which is great! Almost every receipt 
category has brought in more than expected for this point in the year – also great. But we have not 
been spending money – nothing for a Pastor, Congregational Life, or Education/Sunday School. 
Sort of sad. Even the Property, and Administration areas have had lower spending for regular 
expenses than budgeted. It’s nice to not be expecting a deficit this year; the extra money from this 
year will help us pay for next year’s expenses as we continue to return to normal. 

Church Boilers 
     Receipts 45,250.00 

      Contributions 14,740.00 
      Grants, rebates 11,100.00 
      Transfer from Progress Fund 19,410.00 
    Disbursements 45,250.00 
  Ending Balance 0.00 
 
Early in 2022, with little heat in the building, it became apparent that we needed to replace our two 
aging boilers. The good news – the new ones are much more efficient, require less effort to 
maintain, and wonderful heat again kept us warm. The bad news – it was an expensive project. But 
we came together, as a congregation and caring community, and raised donations to cover almost 
a third of the cost. We received a grant from the Classis for $7,500, and a rebate through National 
Grid for $3,600 – almost a quarter of the cost. We were lucky to be able to pay the balance with 
money from the Progress Fund. 

Flood Recovery 
    Receipts 10,500.00 
      Contributions 500.00 
      Insurance 10,000.00 
      Transfer from ? 0.00 
    Disbursements 23,454.02 
  Ending Balance -12,954.02 
 
Life was good; we were warm again. Then the rains came, a big storm hit, and the Fellowship Hall 
and a large area of the Education wing were flooded. Heavy duty equipment was needed to rid the 
building of most of the water, repairs were needed to walls, the elevators needed to be recertified 



as safe. Luckily our insurance covered over forty percent of the cost. Some contributions came in. 
We still need to determine how to pay the remaining cost – almost $13,000. 
 

Parsonage HVAC 
    Receipts 1,020.00 
      Contributions 520.00 
      Rebate 500.00 
      Transfers from ? 0.00 
    Disbursements 11,650.00 
  Ending Balance -10,630.00 
 
The church building was dry. We began to use our space again. Temperatures rose. It was too 
much for the parsonage air conditioner. It was old; it was declared dead. But it’s teammate, the 
furnace was just as old. It was decided to replace both at the same time. We were lucky to receive 
another rebate through National Grid, and some contributions. But we still need to figure out how 
cover the rest of the cost. 

Our property took a beating this year. Hopefully this will be the last of it for quite a while. We still 
need to figure out how to pay for it all. We don’t want to use the General Fund money – we 
hopefully will need extra money next year, and usually run a deficit. We do have some reserve 
money “in the bank”, but hope to minimize it’s use.  

However it is done, Bethany will handle this challenge, and with your help, the unknown challenges 
that will face us in the future. 
 
 
 

Current Status of "Special Funds" or “Reserves” in  
October 2022 

                       AS of:   12/31/2021 10/1/2022 
Bequest Fund * 

Bank Account $359.48 $359.57 
RCA Term Savings Certificates $48,464.42 $48,976.26 
Fam Value Fund $159,987.72 $125,156.09 
   *additional spending of $6,000 was approved by Consistory, but put "on hold."   

Endowment Fund*(interest only) 
Bank Account $2,266.93 $2,267.12 
RCA Term Savings Certificates $9,578.58 $9,721.05 
Fam Equity Income Fund 23,357.33 $18,586.32 

Memorial Fund* 
Bank Account $5,284.08 $5,730.51 
RCA Term Savings Certificates 11,872.22 $12,006.13 

New Ministries Fund* 
Bank Account $9,841.26 $9,842.05 



Progress Fund** 
Bank Account $2,347.20 $2,347.40 
Fam Equity Income Fund $67,366.69  $32,374.46 

Sabbatical Fund* 
Fam Value Fund $32,664.23 $25,552.76 

Scholarship Fund*(interest only) 
Bank Account $5,917.23 $2,199.38 
RCA Term Savings Certificates $6,085.67 $6,193.69 
American Fund $14,081.52 $11,197.25 
Fam Equity Income Fund $18,282.46 $14,546.06 

Youth Education Fund* 
Bank Account $835.32 $835.44 

Special Funds Checking 
For use by all special funds 

  Checking Account $537.76 $537.76 
* Consistory approval needed 

**Congregational  approval needed 

   TOTALS $419,130.10 $328,429.30 
 

Consecration Sunday Update 
 
Last week was the Sunday Bethany sets aside for people to renew their 

faith in God, Bethany and Bethany’s mission in the world by pledging their 
monetary support to the church. On Sunday and since, 16 pledges have been 
received amounting to $48,641 for the general fund and $4,940 for missions. 
Included in the general fund will be 4 staff salaries, maintenance of the 
building, gas and electric, insurance, landscaping, Classis assessment, 
soliciting for, or moving expenses for, a new minister and even the cost of this 
newsletter. If you haven’t pledges, please leave your pledge in the offering 
plate or mail it to the church office so we can have an accurate picture of our 
finances for the November 6th meeting.  Thank you!! 

 
 

 
THANKSGIVING OFFERING 

This year our Thanksgiving Offering will go the Regional Food Bank. The Regional Food 
Bank supplies food to such nonprofit organizations as food pantries, senior centers, 
shelters, after-school programs, soup kitchens, low-income day care centers, and 
others.  Envelopes will be distributed prior to Thanksgiving.  Please give generously.    
 
 



 
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

Melody Van Alstyne  11/09 
Bill Murray    11/14 
Nathan Carlson   11/18 
Brandon Trama   11/18 
Eileen  Jones    11/24 
Ellen  Neyerlin   11/24 
Irma Brown    11/24 
David Nichols   11/30 
 

 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR NOVEMBER 

 
John and Wendy Delehanty  11/08 
 

 

 
 

 
 November 5   9-3 PM CRAFT AND VENDOR SALE.  ONESQUETHAW       

REFORMED CHURCH, 11 Groesbeck Road, Feura Bush, NY.  Soup and 
sandwiches are also available.  

 Applications are now being accepted for paid summer staff positions for Camp 
Fowler.  Application for weekly volunteers will be accepted on December 1 or 
after.   

 If you didn’t reserve a ticket to join Bethany on December 2 for “Beauty and 
the Beast—Ugly is as Ugly Does” you can reserve your own ticket at the Ghent 
Playhouse website.  We would love to have you join us or pick another night to 
support Catherine and her husband in this panto.  If this year’s panto is half as 
good as the one last year, it will leave you in stitches.  



 
 

 

Bold indicates Bethany Sponsored Activities 
+ Communion Sunday, All Saints Sunday, Ministerial candidate preaches, meeting following to discuss 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
   5 Zoom Sing 

&Pray 
6 pm  AA 

7:00 Troop 141 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30  Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 
1-3 African Violet 

   WORSHIP+       
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 
7 Fort Orange 
Stamp 

5 Zoom Sing &  
Pray 
6 pm  AA 

7:00 Troop 141 10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 

   Worship         
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing & 
Pray 
6 pm  AA  

7:00 Troop 141 
 

10-2 Painters 
7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 
1-2 African Violet 

  am 
Worship 

       
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

7 Fort Orange 
Stamp 

 5 Zoom Sing & 
Pray 
6 pm  AA              

THANKSGIVING 
 
Chin Training 

7 Pakistani Service 
7:30 Acceptance 
Chin Training 

10:00 Step at a 
Time 
 

   Worship         
11 Bible Study  
12 Chin SS & 
Worship 
6 pm Clean Team 

7  One Step at a  
            Time 

 5 Zoom Sing & 
Pray 
6 pm  AA 

   

NOVEMBER 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue 
Albany, NY  12208 
 

 
 
 


